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Dear Friends,

From  our  perspective,  June  is  definitevely  a  great  month  for

discoveries : 

The 5 laureates of the NETVA program have been announced

Great scientific breakthroughs on cancer treatment, astronomy

and Alzheimer's disease are exposed 

A new edition of the Café des Sciences, focused on diving is

coming up

A  great  joint  event  between  France  and MIT  on  renewable

energy 

And, as usual, a lot of news and great job opportunities coming from

France and New England ! 

 

Enjoy the reading !

NEWS : The 5 laureates of the NETVA program

revealed !
 

Two  high-level  French-American  juries

gathered in  Paris  and Boston  and selected 

the five laureates of the 2011 edition of the

startup program NETVA. 

 

Chosen  among  26  candidates  from  all  over  France,  the  winning

companies are dynamic high-tech startups with great potential for 

development  in  the  US.  They  will  now  be  granted  a  customized

two-day training seminar  that will  be held in Paris  July 5 & 6 at

Microsoft France headquarters.

 



Partners

- Consulate General of

France in Boston

- French American Chamber

of Commerce

- CCEF Boston

- www.innovationamerica.us

Related links

- Our Reports &

Publications (in French)

- Office for Science and

Technology in the US

- Office for Sience and

Technology in Boston

- Young Entrepreneurs

Initiative

- NETVA (French Start-Up

Accelerator)

- FAID Conference

- Technology Transfers

Exchanges (FAT²E)

 

Personal mentors will then be nominated for each laureate company,

which will have the opportunity to meet partners, get coached and

showcase  their  products  during  an  intensive  entrepreneurial

training and accelerator week in Boston, in September 2011.   

 

Congratulations to our 5 laureates : 

Blue  Industry  &  Science  (develops  and  sells  laser-based

systems  dedicated  to  measuring  and  monitoring  Indoor  Air

Quality)

Synthelis  (production  and  characterization  of  membrane

proteins)

Sûreté Globale Org (develops real-time geographic-predictions

software,  to prevent and manage territorial risks)

BF  Systemes  (technology  for  underwater  and  real-time

automated microbubbles monitoring)

GMP Orphans (develops drugs addressing orphan diseases)

 

We are  also  very  happy  to  announce  that  the  Boston  based firms

EDENRED USA, Marie Landel & Associates and Valti have decided to

support NETVA, becoming sponsors.

 

         

 

If  you  are  a  US-based  entrepreneur  or  a  high-level  business  /

technology  professional  and  would  like  to  be  part  of  the

NETVA mentors community, don't wait any longer and contact David

Boucard-Planel. We look forward to working with you.

NEWS : 2011 French American  Innovation  Day

seminar  addressing  Advanced  Technology  for

Health headed by an eminent scientific director

 
The  Office  of  Science  and  Technology

(Boston  Office),  in  partnership  with

Grenoble  Innovation for Advanced New

Technologies  (GIANT)  Campus,  is

organizing its flagship event, the French

American Innovation Day.  The event will be held on December 6th

at Harvard Medical School Conference Center in Longwood Campus.

 

We are  delighted to  announce  that  professor  Eva  Pebay-Peyroula

will be the French scientific director of the FAID seminar. She is a

renowned scientist, member of the Academy of Science, president of

the  French  National  Research  Agency  (ANR)  and  director  of  the

Institut de Biologie Structurale (IBS) in Grenoble  where she is focused

on functional and structural aspects of membrane proteins.



 

Experts and speakers both from France and the USA will showcase the

debate in the "Advanced Technology for Health"  from fundamental

researches to emerging and innovative start-ups.

 

Expressions  of  interest  are  welcome  from  potential  partners  or

sponsors.

 

Please  contact  Lynda  Inséqué  at  deputy-inno.mst@consulfrance-

boston.org

Event : "Café des Sciences" June 2011

"Evolution du travail en milieu sous-marin : 160

ans de synergie entre physiologie et technologie" 

 
 

Jean Claude le Péchon 
 

The presentation will be given in French 

 
Tuesday, June 21st  6:00 - 8:00 p.m

Cambridge Innovation Center

Havana Room 5th Floor 

1 Broadway 
CAMBRIDGE MA 02142

Networking reception to follow.

The event is free but  RSVP is required

a

Innovation  News  :  National  Institute  for

Research in Computer Science and Control and

CDC  Entreprises  launch  a  new  initiative

dedicated to research commercialisation
 

"IT  Translation"  is  the  name  of  a

new investment company dedicated

to  the  commercialisation  of  new

technologies  originating  from

research discoveries in French laboratories, in any area related to

Information Technologies. IT Translation has been co-created by the

NIRCS and CDC Entreprises. 

 

IT Translation was officially launched on May 16, 2011, and its goal is

to support "researchers-entrepreneurs" to create  and develop their 

startup,  training  them  to  focus  on  business  matters  as  well  as

understanding  how  to  transform  their  technologies  into  a  real



product.  Recognizing that researchers often need more than money

when it comes fo founding a company, IT Translation will act as a

co-founder  and funder of the companies and will have an operational

role  in  each  company  that  will  be  funded,  supporting  it  daily,

providing team members, working with the entrepreneur on all the

business aspects of his project... The originality  of IT  Translation's

concept lies in the fact that it acts both as an investor and a mentor

for  the  entrepreneurs  and that  it  is  exclusively  focused on  public

research technologies. 

 

Co-funded by INRIA and CDC Entreprises, trough the Venture Capital

company  IT2 Investments, IT Translation has an available budget for

investments of €20 million in 2011. The goal  of the IT  Translation

Team  is  to  be  able  to  support  6  to  8  projects  in  2011 gradually

increasing this number to reach 40 to 45 projects in 2018.

 

For more information, please visit IT Translation's website 

Research news from France: Chemotherapy

resistance : a new lead ?

UA62784: that is the name of a molecule capable

of preventing the proliferation of cancerous cells

in vitro, and thus causing their cellular death. Its

effects  appear  to  amplify  that  of  other

anticancer  agents  currently  used  clinically,

according  to  the  work  of  the  team headed  by

Ariane  Abrieu,  Inserm  researcher  at  the

Research  Center  for  Macromolecular

Biochemistry at the University of Montpellier.  

This  discovery  could  make  it  possible  to  overcome  the

phenomenon  of  resistance  developed  during  certain

chemotherapy  treatments.  The  results  were  published  in

Chemistry and Biology on May 26,  2011.

Cancerous cells have the particularity of dividing in an uncontrolled

manner.  To  prevent  this  from  happening, many  of the  anticancer

drugs currently used clinically target microtubules(1). By destabilizing

them, they block the division and thus the propagation of cancerous

cells. However, these  treatments  are  not  effective  on  all  cancers

and, over time, come up against the phenomenon of resistance in

certain tumors.

 

Sergey Tcherniuk, a member of Abrieu's team at the Research Center

for Macromolecular Biochemistry, has been able to demonstrate, in

vitro,  that  the  molecule  UA62784  affects  the  way  microtubules

normally  work.  In  fact,  UA62784 blocks  the  division  of  cancerous

cells,  which  for  the  main  part  causes  cell  death.  Complementary

experiments have shown that, when combined with other anticancer

agents already used clinically in chemotherapy, UA62784 is able to

boost their effect.  



 

Last but not least, effective doses of UA62784 are much lower than

those administered with current medicines. Treating patients with

this molecule could thus reduce the occurrence of chemotherapy

resistance. Although this discovery is still only at the experimental

stage,  it  makes  it  possible  to  imagine  significant  advances  in

chemotherapy-based clinical treatments, not just for tumors that

have been totally resistant until now, but also those liable to relapse.

The researchers are currently conducting in vitro tests in order to

collect further data on the efficacy of UA62784 and find out how to

optimize  its  effect,  coupled  or  not  with  other  conventional

anticancer agents.

 

Read the full article 

Research news from France:

The first habitable exoplanet : a new candidate

revealed by climate scientists

The  planetary  system  around  the  red  dwarf

Gliese 581, one of the closest stars to the Sun in

the  galaxy,  has  been  the  subject  of  several

studies  aiming  to  detect  the  first  potentially

habitable  exoplanet.  Two  candidates  have

already been discarded, but a third planet, Gliese 581d, can be

considered  the  first  confirmed  exoplanet  that  could  support

Earth-like life.

This is the conclusion of a team of scientists from the Laboratoire de

Métrologie Dynamique (CNRS/UPMC/ENS/Ecole Polytechnique) at the

Institut  Pierre  Simon  Laplace  in  Paris,  France,  whose  study  is

published  in  "The  Astrophysical  Journal  Letters".  Are  there  other

planets inhabited like the Earth, or at least habitable? The discovery

of  the  first  habitable  planet  has  become  a  quest  for  many

astrophysicists  who look for  rocky planets in  the "habitable zone"

around stars, the range of distances in which planets are neither too

cold nor too hot for life to flourish.

In this quest, the red dwarf star Gliese 581 has already received a

huge amount of attention. In 2007, scientists reported the detection

of two planets orbiting not far from the inner and outer edge of its

habitable zone (Gliese 581d and Gliese 581c). [...]

 

Although it is likely to be a rocky planet, it has a mass at least seven

times that of Earth, and is estimated to be about twice its size. At

first glance, Gliese 581d is a  pretty poor candidate in the hunt for

life: it receives less than a third of the stellar energy Earth does and

may be tidally locked, with a permanent day and night side. After its

discovery,  it  was  generally  believed  that  any  atmosphere  thick

enough to keep the planet warm would become cold enough on the

night side to freeze out entirely, ruining any prospects for a habitable

climate.



 

To test whether this intuition was correct, the scientists developed a

new  kind  of  computer  model  capable  of  accurately  simulating

possible  exoplanet  climates.  The  model  simulates  a  planet's

atmosphere and surface in three dimensions, rather like those used to

study  climate  change  on  Earth.  However,  it  is  based  on  more

fundamental physical principles, allowing the simulation of a  much

wider range of conditions than would otherwise be possible, including

any atmospheric cocktail of gases, clouds and aerosols. [...]

To  their  surprise,  they  found  that  with  a  dense  carbon  dioxide

atmosphere - a likely scenario on such a large planet - the climate of

Gliese 581d is not only stable against collapse, but warm enough to

have  oceans,  clouds  and  rainfall.  Furthermore,  the  3D circulation

simulations  showed  that  the  daylight  heating  was  efficiently

redistributed  across  the  planet  by  the  atmosphere,  preventing

atmospheric collapse on the night side or at the poles.  

 

[...] 

If Gliese 581d does turn out to be habitable, it would still be a pretty

strange place to visit - the denser air and thick clouds would keep the

surface in a perpetual murky red twilight, and its large mass means

that surface gravity would be around double that on Earth. But the

diversity of planetary climates in the galaxy is likely to be far wider

than the few examples we are used to from the Solar System. In the

long run, the most important implication of these results may be

the  idea  that  life-supporting planets  do not  in  fact  need  to be

particularly like the Earth at all.

 

Read the full article 

Research news from France : Five New Genetic

Susceptibility Factors Identified for Alzheimer's

Disease
 

European  researchers  are  pooling  their

strengths to combat this disease more quickly

and efficiently.  As  a  result,  a  consortium  of

108  European  laboratories  coordinated  by  a

French team at Inserm-Lille-Institut Pasteur de

Lille and a  British team at  the  University  of

Cardiff)  have  recently  identified  five  new

genetic  predisposition  factors  involved  in

the development of the disease.  [...]

 

In  September  2009, the  research  undertaken  by  these  French  and

British teams uncovered three new genetic susceptibility factors for

Alzheimer's  disease  (CLU,  CR1,  PICALM)  in  addition  to  the

apolipoprotein-coding gene allele ε4 (APOA) discovered over 15 years

ago.

 



In this new study, the researchers analysed the genomes of 59,176

individuals, 19,870 of whom suffered from Alzheimer's disease; the

analysis led to the discovery of five new predisposition genes. These

results are published in the online version of Nature Genetics dated 3

April 2011.

 

The results present two key advantages. Firstly, the identification of

new genes  associated  with  Alzheimer's  disease  will  expand the

number of research hypotheses on the causes of the illness. This

stage is essential since it paves the way to identify new channels for

curative  treatments  (current  medication  only  has  symptomatic

effects).  Secondly,  the  genes  identified  through  this  research  will

help to improve the definition of individual 'terrain' that favours

the development of Alzheimer's disease and will provide valuable

help when preventive  treatments become available. Knowledge of

these  genes will  help researchers  from across the  globe to  better

understand Alzheimer trigger events that precede the characteristic

destruction of nerve cells and the loss of intellectual functions.

 

Read the full article  

Major event in Fance : France-MIT Energy

Forum

                         

 

 

Created under  the  high  Patronage  of the  President  of  the  French

Republic, this France MIT Forum is a  joint initiative of the French

minister  for  Higher  Education  and Research and the Massachusetts

Institute of Technology. Its aim is to foster and develop Research &

Development  programs  involving  both  French  universities  and

research institutions, private companies and MIT. Research is a major

innovation  driver  and  plays  a  key  role  in  coping  with  major

challenges that society faces in the field of energy.

 

French and American stakeholders of research and innovation in the

field of energy, scientists, policy makers and industrial players will

come together to:

� promote direct cooperation between French organizations and MIT,

including  collaborations  on  climate  science,  materials  for  energy,

renewable energy sources and nuclear energy

�  reassert  the  role  of  humanities  and  social  sciences  in  energy

decision making and public policy design

� discuss research and innovation strategies

   
The event will take place on wednesday June 29th, at the "Cité



des Sciences", in Paris.

More information and event registration on the MIT-France

website.

.

Partner's  event:  Social  Entrepreneurship

Business  and  Sustainability  -  FACCNE  Young

Professional Committee
                         

 

Social Entrepreneurship Business and Sustainability -  
Thursday June 23th, 2011 (6-8pm)  -  Location TBD

 

Being  environmentally,  socially,  and  economically  responsible:

Sustainability as the new approach to running a business!

This event, organized by  FACCNE  Young Professionals, will  present

the various models of social entrepreneurship, discuss sustainability

and provide some tips on how to start a business...

 

Speakers:

Johny Chaklader, CEO Shapna

Robert  Pojasek,  Professor  in  Corporate  Sustainability  at  Harvard

Public School of Health

Bruce Rutter, CEO Red Cross RI

 

Free Event open to all 

Click here to RSVP .

Hot Scientific news from France ! 

Scientific Breakthrough
Human Embryonic Stem Cells - A New First at

I-STEM

Innovation News
French  Weapons  Procurement  Agency  Awards

Three Doctoral Students  

 

Will There Actually be Personal Planes in 2030 ?  

 

How Can Ammonia Fluxes from Farming be Measured Continuously ?  

 

Geographical Maps for the Color Blind Coming Soon 

EcoFINDERS or the Need for Sustainable Soil Management



The Space-Flex Design Increasing Space on A320 Planes

Live from the labs
Detecting Tumoral DNA in Droplets of Biological Fluids

Recycling Phosphorus in Livestock Waste

Clusters updates
Plane Wrecks Lost at Sea - Optimized Localization and Flight Data

Recovery

Gouraud-Phong  Immersive  Space  -  A  Unique  Facility  with  Cutting

Edge  Technologies

Events In France
Interfibres - A Conference on the Valorization of Plant Fiber Based  

Bioresources

PhD talents Career Fair in Paris

Grants, Scholarships and Award

Research-Based University Chairs of
Excellence - Universities of Paris
(RBUCE-UP)  

RBUCE-UP  is  intended  to

recruit talented non-French

resident researchers for  2  years (incoming

mobility).  Two  types  of  fellows  are  being

recruited: juniors (20) and seniors (6).  

Recruitments are organized through 2 open calls in 2011 and 2012.

Research  fields  are  chosen  freely  by  applicants.  All  scientific

disciplines are possible as long as they match the activity of a host

laboratory.  

 

Incoming mobility means to be a non-French resident : 

� Not having spent more than 12 months in France during the last 3

years preceding the closing of the call for applications to which the

candidate answers (Short stays, such as holidays, are not taken into

account)

 

� French nationals living abroad are eligible  as long as they meet

the above criterion.  

 

More information on the RBUCE-UP's website 

Deadline to apply for the first call: June 30th, 2011

Human Frontiers Science Program fellowships

HFSP  postdoctoral  fellowships  encourage  early



career scientists to broaden their research skills by

moving into new areas of study while working in

a new country.

 

HFSP fellows  may  choose to  stay  for  up to  three  years  in the host

country or use the last year of their  fellowship to return to their home

country and start their own laboratory.

 

Long-Term Fellowships (LTF) are reserved for applicants with a Ph.D.

in a biological discipline to embark on a new project in a different field of

the  life  sciences.  Preference  is  given to  applicants  who  propose  an

original study in biology that marks a departure from their previous Ph.D.

or  postdoctoral  work  so  as  to  learn new  methods  or  change  study

system.

 

Cross-Disciplinary Fellowships (CDF)  are open to applicants with a

Ph.D.  from  outside  the  life  sciences  e.g.  in  physics,  chemistry,

mathematics,  engineering or  computer  sciences who have had limited

exposure to biology during their previous training. Applicants for the CDF

should  propose  a  significant  departure  from  their  past  research by

changing  e.g.  from material  science  or  physics  to  cell  biology,  from

chemistry  to  molecular  biology,  or  from  computer  science  to

neuroscience.

 

August 25: registration

September 8: submission 

 

Learn more and apply   

 

Education news : new Master's program in

renewable Energy in Paris

ParisTech,  Ecole  Polytechnique  and

Total,  with  support  from  EDF,  PSA

Peugeot  Citroën,  Saint-Gobain  and

Schneider  Electric,  are  launching  in

September 2011

a  new Master's  program in  Renewable

Energy Science  & Technology, focusing

on generation, storage and distribution

of energy for the future.   

 

It's a graduate degree program, taught in English, and designed to

help meet one of the major challenges facing the world - increasing

the percentage of renewable energies in the global energy mix.  

 

To address this planet-wide challenge, there's a need to train a new

generation  of researchers,  scientists  and engineers  to  manage the

energy  systems  of  tomorrow,  with  a  particular  focus  on

photovoltaics,  energy  vectors  and  storage,  energy  distribution

networks, and wind and hydropower.

 

The Renewable Energy Master's program brings together prestigious



French graduate schools in the ParisTech network and internationally

renowned  corporate  partners  in  contributing  their  technical  and

scientific  expertise  to  the  program  and ensuring  a  career-focused

approach.

 

The program is  open to both French and  international  students

who  have  at  least  completed  an  undergraduate  degree  in

Engineering,  Mechanics  or  Physics  from  the  best  universities  and

institutes in France and abroad.

 

About 10 scholarships will be offered by the corporate partners to

outstanding students admitted in the Program.

 

To get more information, follow the link.

 

On-line  applications  for  academic year  2011-2012  will  be  open

until June 15, 2011.

Challenging Job offers in France
  

ITER - International Thermonuclear Experimental Reactor - France

 

Toroidal Field Coil Section Leader  position To coordinate the ITER

Toroidal  Field  (TF)  Coil  Section  activities  for  the  design  and

procurement of the ITER TF coils. Candidates must hold a masters or

higher degree in engineering (mechanical or electrical) or Physics and

+10 years of experience. 

Learn more and apply 

National Center for Space Research - Toulouse, France

Post-doctoral fellow for Snow Monitoring from Space. The work will

focus on remote sensing of snow over mountain ranges surrounding

the Mediterranean Sea. Candidates must hold a Ph.D. related to Earth

Sciences and/or engineer diploma in Computer Sciences

Learn more and apply 

Cognitive NeuroImaging Unit - CEA - Paris, France

Post-doctoral  positions  have  opened  up  in  the  Cognitive

NeuroImaging Unit / NeuroSpin MEG group. The scientific project will

be  exploring  the  interface  between  time  perception,  temporal

processes  and cortical  dynamics.  The  ideal  applicant  will  have  a

sound experience with MEG (and/or EEG techniques), a strong record

in Cognitive Neurosciences and an overall good set of skills in applied

signal  processing.  A  degree  in  Neurosciences,  Cognitive

Neurosciences, Psychology or other related fields is required.

Learn more and apply

 

INSERM - Paris, France

Post-doctoral  position is available in the group Liver  Regeneration

and  Cancer,  at  the  Hepatobiliary  Center  of  the  Hospital  Paul

Brousse.The post-doc fellow will participate in a project dedicated to

the study  of carcinogenetic  molecular  processes  in  the  liver  using

novel genetic and epigenetic approaches. The applicant should have



a  Ph.D  degree  with  strong  background  in  cancer  and  molecular

biology with at least one first-author publication in the field.

Learn more and apply 

 

National  Research  Center  For  Computer  Science  -  Bordeaux,

France

Post-doctoral  position  on  Iterative  solution  techniques  for  linear

systems with multiple right-hand sides. The candidate should have a

strong  background  in  applied  mathematics  (to  design/adapt

numerical schemes) and in computer science (to perform an efficient

parallel implementation); therefore a PhD in computational sciences

(applied maths and/or computer science) would be ideal.

Learn more and apply 

 

To browse various Science job offers in France, you can visit :

Nature website 

EuroScienceJobs.com   

Sincerely,

The Office of Science and Technology in Boston
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