
Honorable Congresswoman Tsongas, Dear Alan Hoffman, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Friends, 
 
It is a great privilege for me to be with you today as we have gathered here at the 
Boston Athenaeum to honor the memory and accomplishments of the Marquis de 
Lafayette and to decorate a World War II veteran with the Legion of Honor. 
 
I first would like to take a moment to thank Mr. Alan Hoffman, President of the 
Massachusetts Lafayette Society, for his remarkable dedication to keeping vivid in 
our hearts Lafayette’s legacy and memory. Thank you Alan for all you have been 
doing, for the very special way in which you’ve been bringing our two countries 
even closer, and defending our shared democratic values. 
 
Awarding the Legion of Honor as we celebrate Lafayette Day takes on a particularly 
symbolic significance. It is a unique opportunity to celebrate the long-lasting and 
tremendous relation of friendship that our two countries have shared for many years. 
There is probably no better place that Massachusetts and New England to remember 
that the United States and France owe each other their very existence as free nations. 
 
If we were to choose one man only who truly embodies our common will to defend 
and uphold the values of freedom and democracy, it would be Gilbert du Motier, the 
Marquis de Lafayette. The contribution of Lafayette to the American cause in the 
revolution cannot be over-emphasized. Although Lafayette was born into an 
illustrious aristocratic French family and one of the wealthiest men in France, he 
forsook all to join the cause of liberty. Not only did he plead early on for a military 
support and alliance between France and the United States, but he also fought right 
by the side of the Americans at the risk of his life to defend their cause. 
 



Lafayette was truly an exceptional man and the quintessential example of a 
democratic leader. Back in France, Lafayette prepared the key drafts of the 
Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen. He participated in the early days 
of the anti-slavery movement and he refused to seize power during the July 
Revolution. An admirer of Jefferson, a son to Washington, Lafayette learned from 
them the nuanced mindset necessary to the establishment of a stable democratic 
government, a moderation that so many were lacking during the French Revolution, 
and that so many are still lacking today. 
 
Lafayette is one of a handful of men whose earned respect and admiration is so 
renowned it has even overshadowed national prejudices during times of crisis both 
in the United States and in France. His unquestioned support of freedom, democracy, 
and independence may well have taken place more than two hundred years ago, we 
still owe him to have planted the seeds of the French-American friendship. 
 
The spirit of Lafayette’s legacy is still extremely vivid both in our thoughts and 
actions nowadays. And I think that today, at a time when our common values are 
being attacked, it is of particular importance that we pursue the work that Lafayette 
started. 
 
This past year, once again, this French-American legacy has had to prove its 
continuing strength as our nation was going through some of the most terrible events 
in recent history. But what the American people, through their undivided show of 
support in the wake of the 2015 Paris Attacks, have reminded us of, is that even in 
the darkest of times, there still seems to be a glimmer of light. The people of France 
and the American people have never been closer. And this gives us hope. 
 
Thank you 


