
The French Embassy in the United States 

 

Work in France 

In France, the employment situation is difficult. It can be hard for you to find a paid 
activity. However, to know this reality does not prevent you from having a small job 

during the year or from working during the holidays.  

Abide by the law 

Very strict laws have been implemented in employment. Foreign students may be denied 
access to a paid activity, as they cannot obtain an APT (Temporary Working License). 
This license is compulsory. 

The request for an ATP is made with the local Direction Départementale du Travail, de 
l'Emploi et de la Formation Professionnelle (DDTEFP) of your place of residence. 
Documents to be supplied to complete your file are generally: 
 
Find a job and an employee. He will then contact the ANAEM that will then send the 
necessary papers to the French Consulate in Boston. We will then reach you to fill papers 
and get the appropriate visa. 

The different jobs 

Before  choosing your job, you must know your timetable, your resistance to the work, 
your capacities. You must make the best of your speciality to lose little time and put your 
knowledge into practice. For example, if English is your mother tongue, do not hesitate to 

give courses of English. If you follow studies in musicology and know how to play an 
instrument, you can give courses, ect. You will be particularly in demand for all kinds of 

international events as hostesses and receptionists. 

Where to find a job? 

First, keep looking at the ads posted: 

− on your local CROUS website 

− on the CIDJ website  (www.cidj.com) : it also publishes a very useful booklet with 
lots of possibilities and addresses according to different sectors. 

− in students' insurance companies' (for example, your local LMDE agence). 

You can also check the following websites: 

− EuroPairs Services (www.europairservices.com) 

− Etudis: le site de recrutement étudiant (www.etudis.com) 



− Direct Emploi (www.directemploi.com) 

− Job Etudiant (www.jobétudiant.net) 
Do not forget to contact your local embassy: they may help you and provide a list of 

would-be employers. 
 

Visas 

For information, please visit www.consulfrance-boston.org 
 

If you have important or specific questions concerning visas, please contact 
nathalie.bastin@diplomatie.gouv.fr 

 
 
Either your are not going to France to study: you need to find a job. The employee will 
then contact the ANAEM. Papers will be sent to the French Consulate in Boston which 
will reach you for papers and visa. 
What is important is that you must find a job beforehand. 
 
Or, you're a student and you're going to France to study but you need a little money. 
You will then already have your student visa. You can find some student jobs there 
(net adresses). 
You have to have the ATP and you will only be able to work a few hours per week: 
not more! 


