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Dear Friends,

 

The OST hopes you have had a nice holiday season, and wishes you a

fantastic year in 2012 !

 

Business is back to normal : our bilateral programs are already on track,

we are anxious to outperform 2011 and make 2012 a great year for

collaborative activities in innovation between France and the United

States.

The NETVA accelerator program introduced 5 promising French

companies to more than 250 contacts, and +120 people to its

flagship event. In 2012, NETVA will support up to 10 new

companies and will extend its activities in the Silicon Valley.

The French American Innovation Day attracted more than

100 professionals & scientists to exchange ideas and engage

collaborations. We just launched our new call for partners for the

2012 edition of the FAID.

The 10 editions of our monthly meeting, the Café des Sciences,

attracted about 300 attendees.

 

This January 2012 issue includes our call for projects regarding our

Technology Transfer professionals programs (FAT²E+) and a call for

partners for the French American Innovation Day 2012.

 

The January 2012 FTI also elaborates on exoplanets, chromosomes and

fellowhips opportunities in France

 

And as usual, you'll find also the latest news in Innovation and Research

from France ! 

 

Enjoy this month's issue !

 



OUR NEW BLOG !

Our Reports &

Publications (in French)

- Office for Science and

Technology in the US

- Office for Sience and

Technology in Boston

- Young Entrepreneurs

Initiative

- NETVA (French Start-Up

Accelerator)

- FAID Conference

- Technology Transfers

Exchanges (FAT²E)

 

Partners

- Consulate General of

France in Boston

- French American

Chamber of Commerce

- CCEF Boston

- www.innovationamerica.us

The OST programs

New Call for Projects for our Technology

Transfer Professionals Program Fat2E+
 

One of the flagship program of the Office

of Science and Technology, FAT²E+ has

been totally revamped for this new 2012

edition. 

 

The program addresses tech transfer,

research commercialization and higher education & Research

institutions based in France willing to develop partnerships with

similar entities in the U.S. FAT²E+ is firstly addressing French

technology transfer managers envisioning bilateral projects involving

a counterpart in the United States.

 

The French candidate may previously have identified an American

Technology transfer institution where they can spend between 1and 3

months. The winners of the program will be awarded round-trip tickets

and a grant for an immersion journey in a U.S. Tech Transfer office.

 

If you are actually engaged with partners in France or if you intend to

develop collaborations with any French counterpart or partner

institution, don't hesitate to inform them about this project.

 

To read the call for projects, please visit this website.

The deadline for application is February 25, 2012 

 

For more information, you can contact Lisa Treglia

Synthelis, winner of the NETVA program, is on

a steady growth streak !
 

Synthelis is a company that developed an

innovative process to produce and characterize

protein membranes, essential to the development

of new drugs and vaccines.

 

Selected among 26 great candidates as a laureate of the NETVA

program, their participation in our full accelerator program is already

beginning to bear precious fruit.

 

Their client base doubled in 2011 and 20 clients now entrust their

membrane protein production to Synthelis.

 

In 2012, their continued collaborations with partners such as OSEO,

Réseau Entreprendre and Rhône-Alpes Auvergne cancer cluster, amongst

others, will help them to build on the already solid growth they

experienced in 2011. 

 

In 2012, NETVA will select 5 to 10 new lucky companies to benefit from



our accelerator program, extending for the first time to the dynamic

ecosystem of Silicon Valley. Information is available on the program's

website :

 

www.netvafrance.com

 

Great Job opportunity at the French Consulate
 

The French Consulate is actively looking for

a new Assistant specialized in Education

and Linguistic projects.

 

French citizens (with Green card) or

American citizens are welcomed to apply.

Candidates must be fluent both in English and French and have a

good knowledge of the educational environment.

 

The candidate will be in charge of coordinating various projects

regarding education, promotion of the French language and university

exchanges.

 

To know more an apply, please visit the Consulate's website

Don't forget to visit our new blog !
 

  

 Our new Blog, the Science & Innovation Insiders, is full of

great news and reports about :

The latest research breakthroughs in France.

The most interesting articles about innovation, entrepreneurship

and business that we have found on the web.

Weekly strategic reports, created by the OST team in Boston.

 

  

 

Upcoming Events

Café des Sciences - January 2012

January 17 

6:30 pm - 8:30 pm

French Cultural Center

55 Marlborough Street - Boston

 

Research Models & Strategic Deals in the Pharmaceutical



Industry

RSVP HERE

 
Our speaker, Jean-Marie Vallet, PhD, is a prominent

expert in the biopharmaceutical industry. As an

international executive for over 30 years, he has

extensive experience in various fields of the industry,

including R&D, sales & marketing, budget controlling, corporate

development and licensing. 

 
Presentation in French - Networking to follow

 

This special edition is sponsored by Cellectis Bioresearch

 

Partner's event : Young Entrepreneurs

Initiative : Wrapping up YEI'11, Announcing

YEI'12 - January 18
  

January 18

6:00pm - 8:00pm

Cambridge Innovation Center

One Broadway - Cambridge

 

 

In 2011, the French American Start-up Accelerator provided its

laureates with a free personalized business trip to learn about

opportunities in France.

This year, YEi (the Young Entrepreneurs Initiative), is gearing up for an

even more eventful year!

The YEi team invites you to an informational session discussing the

program's benefits. You will hear testimonials from last year's YEi'11

laureates and chat with some YEi experts. You will also be updated on

important announcements regarding the YEi services in 2012. 

 

RSVP HERE
 

For more information about the event and our programs, contact Audrey

Guazzone 

Event in France: 6th World Water Forum In

Marseille - March 2012
  

MARSEILLE - FRANCE

MARCH 12 -17

 

Based on the international Kick-off meeting (held in Marseille in June

2010) outcomes and on the work of the IFC Thematic Commission, the



© S. Chapinet

© Anne Helmrich

International Forum Committee has adopted a Thematic

Framework to find real solutions regarding the

management of water ressources in the world.

 

The organisers of the 6th World Water Forum have a

major ambition: build on the discussions around the issue

top ensure the commitment of important international

organizations and come up with concrete solutions to

implement in the years to come.

 

Through a series of workshops and events, the World Water Forum

ambitions to bring these international actors one step closer to

sustainable solutions for water management in the world.

 

More information about the forum

 

Research News from France

Record-breaking exoplanets ! 
  

 An international team led by a CNRS

researcher from the Institut de

Recherche en Astrophysique et

Planétologie (IRAP, CNRS - Université

Toulouse III - Paul Sabatier) has

discovered the ruins of a planetary

system, consisting of the cores of two

former giant planets stripped of their

gaseous envelopes, orbiting around the

remnants of the core of a red giant. These two exoplanets are the

smallest, hottest and closest to their parent star ever discovered.

This finding, published in the 22 December 2011 issue of the journal

Nature. could shed new light on the fate of planetary systems.

 

 READ THE FULL ARTICLE ON OUR BLOG :  

  

Learning More About Chromosome Fragility
 

Why are some chromosomal

regions particularly susceptible

to breakage? Finding the answer to

this question is crucial because this

fragility is a factor in tumor

development. A team from the

Institute of Genetics and Molecular

& Cellular Biology

(CNRS/Inserm/University of Strasbourg) has just solved part of the

mystery. 

 

Laszlo Tora and his colleagues have discovered that breakage in the

longest human genes is caused by a phenomenon that, until now, was



thought unlikely to occur in mammalian cells: interference between two

key genetic processes, DNA transcription and replication. This research,

published in the journal Molecular Cell on 23 December 2011, could

eventually lead to novel strategies for fighting tumours.

 

Using a microscopic X-ray beam to illuminate large areas of a sample,

this technique reveals structural details in three dimensions and at

a high resolution. It could revolutionize research in various

disciplines involving the study of complex crystal structures, such as

the life sciences and microelectronics. This work is published in the 29

November 2011 issue of the journal Nature Communications.

  

Previously, two techniques were used to analyze complex crystalline

materials, but they have their limitations.   

[...]

Read the entire article
 

     

 

Discover the Monthly Magazines of Great

French Research Institutes

   

 

France's best research institutes periodically release magazines

exploring all of their latest discoveries and strategies for the future.

If you want to dig deeper after reading this newsletter, we have

gathered all the magazines for you in one place ! 

 

All titles are clickable.

French Atomic Energy and Alternative Energies Commission --

> CEA News - Winter 2011-2012 - Theoretical Physics, or

What Makes the World Go Round

National Center for Scientific Research (CNRS)   

- International Magazine - Focus on Climate Change in

Mediterranean Sea

National Institute for Medical Research (INSERM) - Science &

SantÃ© - December 2011 - Focusing on Grafts (in French)

 

     

 



Hot News From France ! 
  

Research Breaktrough

 
A Chemical Compound Controlling Ice Crystal

Growth

  

A New Technique for Seeing the Nanometric

Structure of Crystals   

Innovation and Research News

 
Inauguration of New Computational Mechanics OpenLab 

 
 1,280km in 24 Hours Aboard an Electric Car - World Record for the

Liten CEA 

 

Frédéric Druon Receives Prize for Laser Project for Cornea Surgery

 
ERA-MIN - European ERA-Net of Strategic Metals 

 

 INRA and NewVectys Partnership on Animal Biotechnology 

 

 HelioBiotec, a Research Platform on Third Generation Biofuels 

 

Science Europe - The Emergence of a European Research Space 

 

Live from the lab

 
Microsystems - A Nanoparticle and DNA Based Energy Source

Assessing the Impact of Climate Change on Pollen Allergies

EyeBrain Tracker Used in Parkinson's Disease Clinical Trial

Agrene - A Promising Agri-Environmental Startup

Protective Agents Against Mercury Neurotoxicity

Climate Change Endangering Lowland Forests

 

Grant, Scholarship & Programs



      �
The French Ministry of Higher Education and

Research is launching its 14th edition of the

National start-up competition for High-Tech

Innovative Startups, in partnership with

OSEO*  

 
The goal of the program is to detect and

support the most promising High Tech projects

in France, by providing them with grant and

dedicated ressources to grow their project.

 
Two types of projects are eligible to the competition :  

The "emerging" projects (startup not yet created) that still need

a technical, economic and legal proof of concept. This kind of

project is entitled to receive up to 45,000 Euros

The "Creation & Development" project, those that are more

mature and that have already evolved toward start-up creation.

This kind of project, if selected, is entitled to up to a 450,000

Euros grant.

Deadline for application is February 29, 2012

Candidates can apply online on the French Ministry for Higher Education

& Research website or on OSEO website

* OSEO is a French Entity whose mission is to provide assistance and

financial support to French SMEs and VSEs in the most decisive phases

of their life cycle : start up, innovation, development, business transfer

/ buy out

 

 More information and application  
 

 

      �

SUEZ Environment Initiative -

Institut de France Award

 
The Suez Environment Initiative Fund, in

Collaboration with the Institut de France, have launched their new

award.

 

In line with the previous Water for All competition, with the support of

the French Academy of sciences, the Initiatives Award recognizes

projects and innovations contributing to increase access to water,

sanitation, and waste management services in developing countries.

 

Two Awards of EUR 50,000 each will be presented at a ceremony to

take place at the Institut de France:



The "Access to Essential Services" Award, for an institution or

non-profit organization

The "Social Entrepreneurship" Award, for a social entrepreneur in

one of the areas covered by the Award.

Applications will be accepted until March 15th, 2012.

 

This Award represents a good opportunity to encourage innovations

which support improved access to essential services (water, sanitation,

waste management) in developing countries.

 

For more information, please visit  www.prix-initiatives.com 

  

 

      �

Chateaubriand Fellowships : Last days

to apply for 2012 / 2013 ! 

 
The Chateaubriand Fellowship Program of the

French embassy is intended for PhD students

registered in an American university who wish to

conduct their research in a French laboratory for a 4 to 10 month

period. Two sub-programs, one for STEM (Science, Technology,

Engineering and Mathematics) and the other one for HSS (Humanities

and Social Sciences) are featured on the fellowship website. 

 

For the STEM program, the Office of Science and Technology will

provide a stipend (1,400 Euros a month) and cover the cost of travel

and student health insurance.

 

Priority will be given to the candidates who will seek a "dual degree"

(cotutelle) with the French host university. All disciplines in Sciences,

Technology and Health are eligible. Knowledge of French is not

mandatory.  The deadline to apply is February 1st, 2012, and the

fellowship can begin on any date from September 1st, 2012, to April

1st, 2013.

 

More information and application  

 

 

Challenging job offers in France

                             



                                        

Post-doctoral position in Neural Signal Processing - CEA - Grenoble,

France 

 

A post-doctoral position is available to join the group of Dr. Tetiana

Aksenova in CLINATEC to contribute to the Brain Computer Interface

(BCI) project. Integrated to the signal processing team the postdoctoral

scientist will collaborate with researchers of Clinatec whose expertise

spans mathematics, computer science, microelectronics, and

neuroscience with the goal of performing functional BCI system with

multiple degrees of freedom.

 

The ideal candidate will have a doctoral degree, or equivalent, in a

relevant discipline (Computer Science, Mathematics, Physics) with an

emphasis on computational approaches to the neuronal systems

analyses.  

Deadline for application: February 15, 2012 

For more information and to apply, visit this website 

��

 

12 Early Stage (PhD) and 3 Experiences Researcher (Post-Doc) in EU

funded Marie-Curie initial training network "Learning about

Interacting Networks in Climate" (LINC) -  Paris, France

 

Applications are welcome to the interdisciplinary Marie-Curie Initial

Training Network (ITN) LINC for positions to 12 Early Stage Researchers

(3 year PhD) and 3 Experienced Researcher (Post-Doc, 2 years) all over

Europe. The ITN LINC is a highly interrelated network of groups

throughout Europe tackling the challenges in physics and geosciences

with expertise in climatology, networks and complex systems.  

Regular workshops and mutual visits make this program highly

attractive for young researchers interested in becoming leading experts

in various network methodologies with state-of-the-art climate

understanding.  

Deadline for application: January 31, 2012 

For more information and to apply, visit this website 

 

Post-doctoral position at the Molecular Genetics Unit - Pasteur

Institute - Paris, France

    

The GSR group, in the " Molecular Genetics unit" , offers a three-years

post-doctoral position financed by the ANR (The French national

research granting agency) to work in an ambitious multi-disciplinary



project focused on the elucidation of the role of the sigmaS factor in

bacterial fitness and adaptation to the environment. 

 The post-doc to be recruited will work more specifically on a challenging

aspect of this project, the structural and biophysical characterization of

the interaction between sigmaS and Crl, a non-conventional regulatory

protein that regulates gene expression by increasing the performance of

sigmaS

 

Deadline for application: February 15, 2012

Learn more and apply 

�

To browse various Science job offers in France, you can visit :

Nature website 

EuroScienceJobs.com   

Sincerely,

The Office of Science and Technology in Boston
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