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Dear Friends,

Whether you are sunbathing or trying to stay cool in your office, you
are  right  to  stay  tuned to  FTI  to  get  latest  news of our  bilateral
initiatives in the fields of science, technology and entrepreneurship ! 
 
This summer edition is rather dedicated to this latter field. We would
also like to thank you for giving us your feedback on the newsletter.
As a result, FTI is soon expected to enrich to better comply with your
needs. 
 
Enjoy the reading !

NEWS  -  The  NETVA  entrepreneurship  week  :

September 18-24 ! Save your date 
 
Save the date now ! From September 18 to
24, the 5 dynamic Frennch startups, laureates
of  the  2011  national  competition  NETVA

(NewEngland  Technology  Venture  Accelerator),  will  be  landing  in
Boston.  They  will  join  a  unique  immersion  trip  into  the  Boston
entrepreneurs ecosystem.
 
Together with local partners, they will be provided with integrative,
customized  entrepreneurial  training,  coaching  and  accelerator
week designed by the Office of Science and Technology. 
 
 
Congratulations to our 5 laureates : 

Blue Industry & Science (develops and sells laser-based
systems dedicated to measuring and monitoring Indoor Air
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Quality)
Synthelis (production and characterization of membrane
proteins)
Sûreté Globale Org (develops real-time geographic-predictions
software,  to prevent and manage territorial risks)
BF Systemes (technology for underwater and real-time
automated microbubbles monitoring)
GMP Orphans (develops drugs addressing orphan diseases)

Save  the  Date,  a  major  event  with  the  local  entrepreneurial
ecosystem  will  be  organized  on  Wednesday,  Sept  21  in  the  late
afternoon! More details and invites coming soon.
 

 
For  this  2011 edition, we are proud to  rely  on the support  of our
generous  sponsors, EDENRED USA,  Marie  Landel  &  Associates  and
Valti.
 

         
 
We  look  forward  to  working  with  you  !  Expressions  of  interest
from US-based entrepreneur or  a  high-level  business / technology ,
etc. for the NETVA are welcome. Pls contact David Boucard-Planel.  
 

NEWS  -  2011  FAID  focuses  on  "Science  and

Innovation  :  Translational  Breakthroughs  and

Challenges"
 
 The  Office  of  Science  and  Technology
(Boston  Office),  in  partnership
with GIANT Innovation  Campus  is
organizing  the  2011 French  American
Innovation Day. 
 

 
The  2011  FAID  will  be  held  on December 6,  2011 at  the  Harvard
Medical School Conference Center on the Longwood campus.
 
This edition will give the opportunity to explore Innovation for health
and  new  technologies  in  4  sessions. Innovation  being  a  process
involving students (doctorants and post-doctorant), some of them will
be  given  the  opportunity  to  showcase  their  projects.  A  call  for

project will soon be launched.

For more information : please contact  Lynda Inséqué
 



NEWS : French Ministry of Higher Research and

Education  awards  funding  to  149  innovative

projects

  More  than  1  000  High-Tech  Innovative
startups participated in the 13th edition of
this national competition, managed by the
the Minstry in partnership with OSEO.

 
Among these  candidates, 149 laureates  from all  over  France have
been selected by regional juries to receive fundings. The laureates
can be broken down in two categories :

The  82 laureates  belonging  to  the  "emerging"  projects  will
receive an average funding of 31k€. This award will help the
young companies (seed or  very early  stage) to  mature their
project and develop a real proof of concept. 

The  67  "creation  and  development"  laureates  will  be
awarded an average funding of 215 k€. These companies are
more mature and will leverage the funding to accelerate their
development and address their target markets.

Among the laureates, the companies belonging to the Pharma Biotech
industry (36,2% of all laureates) and the Software / web industry (22%)
have the strongest presence, accounting for  more the 50 % of the
laureates. 63% of the wining projects originated in public research.
 
Since the creation of the competition 13 years ago, more than 2 500
projects have been selected and 330 Millions have been awarded. Out
of  these  2  500  laureates,  1  300  companies  have  been  created,
transforming  innovative  ideas  in  economic  value  and  generating
hundred of jobs in France. This competition fundamentally fosters the
creation of innovative companies, especially those issued from public
research.
   
 See the detailed results (in French) 

 

   

Research news : ESPCI, the Engineering School

of  Nobel  Laureates,  creates  a  foundation  to

attract the best scientists.
 
Have  you  ever  heard  of  ESPCI  ParisTech?
Founded in 1882 by the Paris City Council, the
Paris graduate school of industrial physics and
chemistry  is  now in the  lead among French
engineering schools according to the Shanghai

Academic Ranking.
 



During its history, the school has hosted some of the greatest French
scientists, including 5 Nobel laureates, Pierre and Marie Curie, Paul
Langevin, Frédéric Joliot-Curie, Pierre-Gilles de Gennes and Georges
Charpak.  "ESPCI  ParisTech  has  unmatched  innovative  capacity,"
summed up professor, researcher and inventor Jacques Lewiner [...]

Jacques Lewiner has filed numerous patents that have been licensed
out to  business. [...] He is  well  aware of the problems of creative
researchers who would like to file patents. How many researchers at
the  start  of  their  careers,  who  are  employed  by  the  public
authorities, do not have enough funds to file a patent? Many of them
publish papers to see their discovery become part of public assets but
not of French economic assets. "So, we decided to create the ESPCI
Georges Charpak Foundation, to help researchers who would like to
file patents but who do not have the financial resources to do so,"
explained Jacques Lewiner, the Foundation President. 
 
The measure  should promote entrepreneurship stemming from  the
scientific research developed at the school.

ESPCI Paris Tech, the City Council of Paris, the Paris département and
the  Association  des  ingénieurs  ESPCI  (AIE,  association  of  ESPCI
engineers)  created  the  Georges  Charpak  Foundation  in  December
2010. 
 
[...] The Foundation, which is now getting off the ground, will also
provide ESPCI ParisTech teams with the financial resources enabling
them to engage research speedily during a major scientific advance,
without having to wait for public appropriations to start working.

The ESPCI Georges Charpak founders are committed to promoting

partnerships between the school and the top foreign education or

research establishments and attracting the most brilliant foreign

researchers. [...] Jacques Lewiner also believes that the Foundation
should allow ESPCI ParisTech to host top researchers and engineers in
its laboratories, so that the latter will be able to rival countries who
are already implementing this approach. 
 
The ESPCI  Georges Charpak Foundation will  also be tasked to help
development and improve the quality and resources of the education
provided at  the  Parisian  school  and organize  solidarity  or  support
actions for ESPCI ParisTech students, graduates and researchers. 
 
Read the full article
 

 
 

Research news from France: Who said that a

Scientist can't be an innovator ?
  



On April 27 this year, for the first time the CNRS
awarded  the  Medal  of  Innovation  created  by
Minister  for  Higher  Education  and  Research
Valérie Pécresse. 
  
[...]

  
The  first  Medal  of  Innovation  was  given  to  three  renowned
researchers, economist Esther Duflo, roboticist François Pierrot and
physicist  Mathias  Fink.  Mathias  Fink, the  Director  of the  Langevin
Institute Waves and Images (est. 2009) at the Ecole de Physique et de
Chimie Industrielles de la Ville de Paris (ESPCI, school of industrial
physics  and  chemistry  of  Paris),  is  a  remarkable  example  of
researchers who innovate. His team's research has led to the setup of
four  startup  companies  (230  jobs)  in  a  range  of  fields  including
medicine, telecommunications, multimedia and tactile objects. 
 
"I  like turning ideas in very basic physics into innovative products,"
Mathias Fink began by saying. However, to do so, the right 'terrain'
has to be found. Actually, in the late 1980's during a meeting with
1992  Noble  Physics  laureate  Georges  Charpak,  Mathias  Fink
discovered  the  'terrain'  in  the  Montagne  Sainte  Geneviève
neighborhood in the center of Paris. 
 
Then a physicist at one of France's largest solid physics laboratories,
Mathias  Fink  wanted  to  innovate  based  on  the  concept  of  time
reversal,  called  'beautiful  physics'  by  connoisseurs.  Four  major
aeronautic  industry  operators  (Dassault,  Aerospatiale,  Snecma  and
Turboméca)  were  interested  in  the  idea  and  ready  to  fund  the
research. But in those days the research world was still reluctant to
work with industry, not to mention the military-industrial sector. 
 
As  a  result,  Mathias  Fink  was  all  alone.  Then  Georges  Charpak
suggested  that  Fink  meet  Pierre-Gilles  de  Gennes,  then  ESPCI
Director, and Jacques Lewiner, its Science Director. "It's  a  friendly
place," said Georges Charpak. "I've met them. The place was really
friendly. They said to me, 'Do you want to innovate? Then, join us',"
recapped Mathias Fink before adding, "It was the luckiest moment of
my career."
  
By  1990,  the  physicist  had  created  the  Waves  and  Acoustics
Laboratory at a school he calls 'unique'. "Innovating is extremely well
considered at ESPCI and you get the go-ahead the minute the idea is
very original," he explained.  [...]
 
Continue the article 
 

 

Hot Scientific news from France ! 



Scientific Breakthrough
Human Embryonic Stem Cells - A New First at
I-STEM

Innovation News
Environmental  Research  -  ALLENVI  Publishes

First Report  
 

 COMET Moving Toward a New Generation of Underwater Robots  
 
Special reports
Evaluation of CEA Nuclear Facilities after Fukushima

Education Outlook
ISAE  Group  Setting  a  Goal  to  Bring  Together  French  Aerospace
SpaceÂ  Schools

Gouraud-Phong  Immersive  Space  -  A  Unique  Facility  with  Cutting
Edge  Technologies

Spotlight on the region
The Scientist, the Rabbit and the Pheromone

Events in France

The Food & Nutrition Challenge and Agronomy on the Agenda of the
Sixth Pradel Talks

Grants, Scholarships and Award

European  Union  -  United  States
Research  and  Debate  grant
competition 

The  Delegation  of  the  European  Union  in
Washington, DC invites proposals from think
tanks,  public  policy  research  centers,  and
other  non-profit  and  non-governmental
organizations based in the United States for

activities  that  encourage  policy  research  and debate  about  EU-US
relations.  
 
Cooperation  between  US  and EU-based institutions  is  encouraged. 
For applications with such cooperation, a US-based institution must
take  the  lead  in  submitting  applications,  with  any  EU-based
institutions involved acting as project partners.     
 
More information on the European Union website 
 



Distinguished  Chair  Award

Toqueville-Fulbright
 

Supported by the French Ministry of Research and Higher Education
and the US Department of state, the Tocqueville-Fulbright program
fosters bilateral collaboration by allowing French Universities to host
an American expert for 6 months to a year.
 
Learn more and apply   
 

Challenging Job offers in France
  

 

National  Institute  for  Research in Computer  Science and Control

(INRIA) - 50 Young graduates engineer positions to be filled !

INRIA  offers  opportunities  in  the  form  of  fixed  term  contracts  of
between  one  and  two  years'  duration  within  a  small  team  of
scientists.
 
Examples of positions :
- Innovation engineer
- MixedReality Engineer : virtual and augmented reality
- Medical Simulation Engineer

See all positions available on INRIA website
  

 
Soleil SYNCHROTRON - Paris, France

Post-Doctoral position in Micro-Crystallography. The mission will be
to work on research projects developing novel X-ray data collection
strategies  for  micro-crystals  and  the  subsequent  computational
techniques in micro-crystallography. Candidates should hold a Ph.D.
in  macromolecular  crystallography  or  an  equivalent  in  a  relevant
science or engineering field. 
Learn more and apply 
 

 
 National Institute of Health and Medical Research (INSERM) - Paris,

France

Post-doctoral  position  in  Skeletal  development  and  Bone
Metastasis to  study  the  role  of  the  bone  microenvironment  in
metastasis.  The  postdoctoral  candidate  must  hold  a  Ph.D.  in
biomedical sciences (or equivalent) for less than 3 years and have a



good experience with mouse work, histological analyses, and basic
techniques in cellular and molecular biology.
Learn more and apply 
 

To browse various Science job offers in France, you can visit :

Nature website 
EuroScienceJobs.com   

Sincerely,

The Office of Science and Technology in Boston
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