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EDITO

Dear Reader,

Welcome to the third issue of the France Tech Insight, our
monthly newsletter introducing the latest updates in science
and technology in France.

The major information this month regarding our activities is
the  call  for  expressions of  interest  regarding our  flagship
program YEi (Young Entrepreneurs Initiative). The call aims
at  selecting  the  French institution (or  a  pool  of)  able  to
gradually take over the program and give it a new impetus
by 2011. But we are not going to be out of work ! First the
Embassy is expected to be involved in YEI until 2010 and
second  we  are  currently  designing  a  new  business
accelerator  initiative  that  aims  at  helping  French
entrepreneurs to develop new ventures in the US. You will
find out more in our next issue...

In our "Innovation Actor of the Month" section, emphasis is
put  on the CURIE association.  CURIE gathers  more than
100  technology  transfers  offices  from major  universities,
colleges and research institutes.

The special features will this month focus on three topics :
low cytometry, red blood cells used as therapeutic vectors,
and  a  far-reaching  operation  launched  in  Africa  by  the
French National Center for Scientific Research (CNRS).

And many more...

I  wish you a  very  fruitful  reading  and  I  look  forward  to
reading from you shortly.
Warm regards,

Antoine MYNARD
Attaché for Science and Technology
attache-inno.mst@consulfrance-boston.org
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NEW ENGLAND NEWS

Webinar "Investing in Innovation in France"
Tuesday, April 7, 2009, 1:00-2:30pm (ET)

http://ncet2.org/UpcomingEvents/international-innovation/innovation-in-france

Organized by NCET2 (National Council of Entrepreneurial Tech Transfer), this free online webinar
addresses U.S.  investors investing abroad,  corporate technology scouts,  university executives,
Government officials, entrepreneurs and other innovation professionals. Emphasis is put on the
French innovation strategy as well as on the new legal and tax environment for innovation :
      -  What is the state of  deal-flow:  are entrepreneurs emerging with viable business models
based on university research?
      - What are the opportunities for early stage venture funding?
      -  What role do universities play in commercialization of  R&D and is there an equivalent of
Bayh-Dole for France?
The webinar will feature:
      - Sébastien Payen (Founder and Chief Operations Manager of Fruition Sciences - Laureate
Young Entrepreneurs Initiative 2008) 
      - Géraldine Quetin (Project Manager - Young Entrepreneurs Initiative, Office for Science and
Technology of the French Embassy)
      - Emmanuelle Deponge (Project Manager - OTC Venture) 
      - Didier Chaton (Program Manager - International Department of OSEO Innovation) 
Moderated by Randy Mitchell (International Trade Strategist for Venture Capital, Senior Adviser
for Entrepreneurship, U.S. Department of Commerce)

For free registration: Click Here

Call for Expression of Interests Regarding our Flagship Program YEI
The  Young  Entrepreneurs  Initiative  program,  the  mentoring  and
networking platform for US-based entrepreneurs wishing to set up a
technology venture in France, intends to develop a new partnership
where the French Embassy will progressively yield the management
and the funding to one or more French institutions. Since 2005, YEI

has contributed to generate 140 start-ups projects. YEI is a business accelerator program and
can be considered as a success story programme as it is widely recognized in France and in the
US. A call for expressions of interest has been issued, in order to identify French organizations
able to take over and to further develop this ambitious program. Its large partnership network, its
reputation within Francophile et American communities in both territories, its good results and the
durable involvement of the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs make this program very attractive for
a French network willing to develop French-American business development. To be continued...

FACCNE Annual Business Award Dinner
Wednesday April 15, 2009 at the Langham Hotel in Boston. The 2009 edition of the French
American Chamber of Commerce of New-England (FACCNE) Annual Business Award Dinner is
coming very soon! It will honor Mr. Stewart A. Wood, CEO of Veolia Energy North America, in the
presence of several senior executives of  Veolia Environment coming from France, Canada and
the US,  representatives of  the French Embassy in Washington,  DC,  officials  of  the State of
Massachussets, and several of the companies honored in the past: Dassault Systemes, Essilor,
Natixis Global Asset Management,  etc.  Join the 150 executives who have already bought their
seats  by  contacting  Sophie  at  assistant@faccne.org!  For  more  information about  FACCNE
events, please visit: www.faccne.org
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MIT Sustainability Summit "Discovering New Dimensions for Growth"
April  24,  2009  !  The MIT Sustainability  Summit  brings  together  students,  business  leaders,
academics, environmental activists, and public servants to discuss how we can most effectively
support each other as we face the opportunities and challenges of transitioning to a sustainable
world.  Through an engaging,  innovative  panel  format,  speakers  will  be  challenged  to  think
creatively  about  shared  problems and generate  tangible  solutions.  For  more  information and
applications, please go on : http://sustainabilitysummit.mit.edu/

Official Visit of Mrs. Valérie Pécresse to the US, Minister for Higher

Education and Research.
The visit of Mrs. Pécresse will take place in mid-April, in Washington D.C. and San Francisco.
Mostly organized by the Office for Science and Technology of the Embassy of France, the visit is
focussed on both innovation issues and co-operation enhancement.

The Montpellier Area Development Agency to Visit Boston
The delegation including also the Region Languedoc-Roussillon will meet  with the MOITI,  the
Harvard Medical Faculty Physicians,  the MIT-USGS Science Impact  Collaborative (nicknamed
MUSIC), the IT Energy@MIT initiative, the MIT-Medialab, the Cambridge Innovation Center and
Stanley Hoffman, endowed Professor at Harvard University. To find out more, please contact us.

Visa Application Procedure Lifted for Short-Stay American Students in

France
France has lifted the visa procedure for American citizens wishing to study no longer than 3 month
in France. For more information, visit the Consulate General of France in Boston website:
www.consulfrance-boston.org.

Co-funded Grants Quai d'Orsay - Entreprises
The French Ministry of Foreign Affairs has designed a new trilateral administrative arrangement
enabling foreign students in Masters or PhD in France to be jointly funded by companies (French
or international) and French embassies abroad. For more information, please contact M. Antoine
Mynard, attache for science and technology in Boston.

Research Activities in Paris City : Call for Projects 2009
You may not know that Paris City is promoting research activities. Indeed Paris City not only
owns a scientific council but also has developped some co-operative programs at the international
level. Researchers from abroad are invited to apply for a post-doctoral or senior research grant in
a public laboratory in Paris. Supporting research across all disciplines is one of the City of Paris'
priorities. Applications must be submitted online before April 15, 2009.
More information and apply online.

Intel to Partner with CEA under Sarkozy Support
On March 5th,  President  Sarkozy welcomed Mr Craig Barrett,  chairman of  the Board of  Intel
Corporation,  and  gave  its  full  support  to  the  Intel  development  projects  in France.  Intel  is
partnering with the CEA (Atomic Energy Commission) to create a joint laboratory dedicated to the
future technologies in high-performance computing.  Mr.  Barrett  emphasized the new  strategic
plans launched by the French Government to support this field as well as nanotechnologies. He
also recognized the international competitiveness of the French clusters, in particular System@tic.
He plans to further invest in the Paris and Grenoble clusters.
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Ph.D. Thesis in Image Processing and Analysis (2009-2012)
The Laboratory of Image Processing and Pattern Analysis (LIPPA) at Ecole Nationale Supérieure
des Mines de Saint-Étienne (EMSE) has an open position for a Ph.D.  student to work on the
logarithmic image processing of multispectral and color images. Learn more.

European Science Foundation Frontiers of Functional Genomics: Call for

Proposals for Science Meetings, Short Visit & Exchange Grants in 2009
The  main  goal  of  "Frontiers  of  Functional  Genomics"  is  to  initiate  and  promote  European
interdisciplinary co-operation in research in all areas of functional genomics. Priority will be given
to science meetings taking place in countries that have not hosted a meeting yet.  Participants
should mostly originate from Europe. Financial support of up to 25,000 € per meeting is provided.
Deadline: April 17th. Apply online.

Group Leader position in Ultrastructural Cell Biology (Institut Jacques

Monod/Université Diderot-Paris 7/CNRS)
The Institut Jacques Monod (IJM) in Paris is recruiting a scientist to manage a research group
dedicated to the study of molecular and cellular processes by Electron Microscopy. The IJM is a
leading  French biological  research institute,  comprising  about  30  interactive  research groups
working in the fields of  cell and developmental biology,  genomics,  and molecular  and cellular
pathology and biophysics. For more information and application, send a résumé, a brief of your
scientific and a draft of your intended research project as well as 3 referee names to Giuseppe
Baldacci.

Junior Group Leaders in Signaling, Neurobiology and Cancer at Institut

Curie (Paris)
Institut Curie is hiring junior group leaders to join a new department focusing on « Signaling,
Neurobiology and Cancer» at the Orsay campus. The candidates are expected to develop an
independent and high-quality research program within the future department. Send a brief
description of research achievments and future research plans (less than 5 pages), résumé and
names and addresses of three referee names to Frederic.Saudou@curie.fr.

INNOVATION ACTOR OF THE MONTH

C.U.R.I.E, the French AUTM

Created in 1991, C.U.R.I.E network is a French non-for-profit
organization dedicated to technology transfer and commercialization.

It aims at creating a sustainable network of major actors working in
public technology transfer in order to add value to the public research. It

gathers around 100 active members of technology transfer offices in 75 Universities, 20 "Grandes
écoles d'ingénieurs", and 8 National Research Institutes. It regroups as well more than 40
"associate" members (lawyers, consultants, industrials, venture capitalists).

In order to develop collaborations and interactions between public research and the socio-
economic world and to foster exchanges of good practices for technology transfers, C.U.R.I.E
works on:

- Upgrading skills of technology transfer managers by the organization of trainings, symposium,
technical days, fellowship programs aiming at developing exchanges of good practices
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- Promoting and elaborate interfaces activities between public research and industry

Recently the network has increased its international development especially with the USA and
AUTM.

To find out more about C.U.R.I.E and its activities, please contact us or visit : www.curie.asso.fr

SPECIAL FEATURES

Flow Cytometry - A Mature Technology Little Exploited by Industry

Operators
Ten years ago, the University of Bourgogne decided to set up a Flow Cytometry (FC) [1]
technical platform. Anabelle Sequeira-Le Grand, a doctor in immunology with a background in
microbiology, is the head of the platform, which is installed at the Institut Federatif de Recherche
(IFR 100) Sante-STIC (institute for research on health-information and communication science
and technology). Seventy percent of platform activity focuses on biomedicine, 30% on
food-processing and plant biology. [...]

Read More: http://www.bulletins-electroniques.com/actualites/58097.htm

Red Blood Cells Used as Therapeutic Vectors
ERYtech Pharma, which was created by Yann Godfrin and Pierre Olivier Goineau in November
2004, is a biotech business pioneering the encapsulation of therapeutic molecules into red blood
cells. Recent positive Phase II clinical trial results of GRASPA, its most advanced product, in
treating acute lymphoblastic leukemia, clears the way for marketing in two years' time. The firm
has just signed a partnership agreement with the American Red Cross, the world's number one
blood bank, for the production of clinical batches of GRASPA. [...]

Read More: http://www.bulletins-electroniques.com/actualites/58098.htm

CNRS Launches a Far-reaching Operation in Africa
The agreement that was reached last January 15 in Paris is a first. It officially creates an
International Joint Unit called Environment, Health, and Societies (ESS). It has been set up to
build an effective interdisciplinary scientific instrument, bringing together researchers from the
North and South, to answer questions about environmental transformations and their impact on
health and society in Western Africa. [...]

Read More: http://www.bulletins-electroniques.com/actualites/58099.htm

CLUSTERS UPDATE

The Vitagora Cluster and Thailand: A Common Interest for Berries
After several weeks of the first far-reaching mission of the University of Bourgogne, the Asia
mission organized in May 2008 by the Vitagora Cluster established an initial contact to assess
respective skills. This prompted the organization of another, more targeted mission on berries and
their derivatives. The mission took place last December [...]

Read More: http://www.bulletins-electroniques.com/actualites/58100.htm

INNOVATION NEWS
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High Economic and Environmental Performance for Large Scale Farming
INRA and five agricultural technical institutes of the large-scale farming networks (ARVALIS,
CETIOM, ITB, ITL, and UNIP) [1] have to decided to roll out a bold long-term R&D program to
develop production systems called 'High economic and Environmental Performance for Large
Scale Farming' (GC-HP2E). They have just set up a Groupement d'Interet Scientifique (GIS,
scientific interest group) partnered with APCA (the permanent assembly of the chambers of
agriculture) and ONEMA (Office National de l'Eau et des Milieux Aquatiques, the national water
and aquatic environment board). [...]
 
Read More: http://www.bulletins-electroniques.com/actualites/58102.htm

EDUCATION OUTLOOK

Health - Ongoing Reform of Academic Studies
The text of the reform of the freshman year of medical studies is being examined by the Senate.
Last December 16, the French National Assembly voted a bill replacing the freshman year of
medical school called PCEM1, by the freshman year toward a Bachelor's degree, called 'L1
Health' that will be the core curricula for four medical professions: physicians, pharmacists,
dentists and midwives. According to Professor Serge Uzan, the Dean of the Pierre and Marie
Curie School of Medicine (Paris VI University), this is the "great innovation" [...]

Read More: http://www.bulletins-electroniques.com/actualites/58101.htm

SPOTLIGHT ON THE REGIONS

A Collaborative Platform Serving the Visually Impaired
Four leading ophthalmologic specialists [1] created Ophta Biotech that brings together all the keys
players in diagnostics, therapy, and ophthalmologic research, and works closely with patients'
associations. The goal is to promote the emergence of projects and new tools serving population
groups afflicted with eye pathologies, whatever the type of disease. CEO Claude Claret pointed
out the new tool is set up in the heart of a region that is particularly affected by visual impairment.
"The aging population density here is Europe's highest, which explains the historic importance of
ophthalmology here." [...]
 
Read More: http://www.bulletins-electroniques.com/actualites/58103.htm

EVENTS IN FRANCE

Ter@tec 2009 Days
On June 30 and July 1, 2009, this year's Ter@tec Days will be held at Ecole Supelec, in Gif-sur-
Yvette (Essonne departement). The event is the meeting place for international experts in High
Performance Digital Simulation. Its very first year (2006), the yearly forum became France's
major event in the field. Last year, more than 400 international researchers and industry
operators, suppliers and users, attended and reported on the fast-moving changes of the
technologies and their use in numerous fields.
This year, the organizers' goal is to bring together more than 600 international experts, including
decision-makers and scientists in High Performance Digital Simulation, from industry and from
French and foreign research, the local authorities, ministries, and competitive clusters. [...]
 
Read More: http://www.bulletins-electroniques.com/actualites/58104.htm
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The Pradel Panel
The Fifth Pradel Panel will be held at the Olivier de Serres - Le Pradel estate, in Mirabel, on
September 17 and 18, 2009. The Pradel Panel was created in 2000 for the quadricentennial
anniversary of the first edition of Olivier de Serre's work called Theatre d'agriculture et mesnage
des champs, published in 1600. The Panel has been held every two years since then. It
addresses topical subjects and outlooks for agricultural engineering and agriculture.
 
Read More: http://www.bulletins-electroniques.com/actualites/58105.htm

Thank you for reading, please feel free to give us your feedback and suggestions at

deputy2-inno.mst@consulfrance-boston.org

Consulate General of France in Boston
Office for Science and Technology
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