
 

 



 
  

NEW ENGLAND NEWS  

The European American Innovation Day 2008 
The 2008 edition of the French American innovation day, organized jointly by the INRIA in Paris and the Dana 
Farber Cancer Institute in Boston, took place on Dec. 3rd 2008 in Harvard Medical School, Boston. Renamed 
European American Innovation Day in order to highlight the French presidency of European Union, and to promote 
European and American scientific collaborations, the EAID's theme was "From Modeling to Engineering Biological 
Processes" 
 
Organized by the French office for science and technology in Boston, FAID is an annual French American 
symposium gathering scientists, industrials and investors in state-of-the-art technologies. This new edition 
conserved its label of high quality scientific event acquired since seven years of existence, strongly emphasized by 
the European dimension. More than 130 attendees: researchers, students contributed to the success of this edition 
and were very enthusiastic for the quality of presentation they had the chance to attend.   
  
According to the organizers, the main elements of success for the 2008 edition are:  
- a thematic of strong interest for the potential of its application and its transdisciplinarity 
- a good visibility for American and obviously European researchers who had a unique opportunity to network, 
initiate collaborations and present their research lab and work.  
- an unique chance for the speakers to meet their colleagues overseas and to discuss among specialists of the 
same topic 
  
In conclusion, EAID 2008 was very successful for the organizers, the attendees and the speakers and will be renew 
next year by the French office for science and technology. The European edition was a very good experience but 
it's not known yet if it can be made perpetual. 
 
YEi 2008 :  8 new ventures projects selected for th e final in Paris 
18 projects submitted to the 2009 call for Young Entrepreneurs Initiative, 8 finalists. 
  
Initiated by Office for  Science and Technology of the French Embassy in the United States, the Young 
Entrepreneurs Initiative (YEi) is a platform for mentoring and networking aimed at US-based entrepreneurs who 
understand the importance of internationalizing their vision and their activity, and who wish to set up a technology 
venture in France. 
  
As a part of the 2009 call for project, closed on December 1st, 18 projects have applied: 
- 5 in Information Technologies, 6 in Life sciences, 4 in Energy and Environment, and 4 in other disciplines 
- 5 originated from California, 6 from Massachusetts, 2 from New York, and others from New Jersey, Washington 
and Georgia 
- 6 entrepreneurs are French, 3 are from the US and 9 have other citizenship (Canada, Thailand, South Africa, 
India, Italy, North Africa, Russia, Australia) 
- 3 come from private sector, 3 are academics (Harvard Medical School, Tufts Medical Center and Stevens Institute 
of Technology), 3 are students, 4 are researchers and inventors and 5 independent people who have already 
started their own business. 
  
Two review committees have been organized in December in San Francisco and Boston to evaluate the innovative 
project of the 18 candidates. Out of the 8 finalists who have been chosen by the committees, 6 winners should 
emerge at the final selection committee which will be hold in Paris in February. Another call for proposal will be 
launched before the summer 2009, so stay wired and visit the YEI website ! 
 
A new long stay VISA for researchers and entreprene urs 
Want to work in France or to set up a business rapidly? 
Ask for the new residence permit: The "Competences and talents "card. 
  
The French Government is committed to help entrepreneurs and highly-skilled workers of all nationalities to set up 
and develop their business in France. In order to facilitate your stay new rules have been introduced. The 
renewable "Competences and talent" card enables you to carry out professional activity in France in connection with 



your project. It can be issued to any foreign nationals who, by means of their skills and expertise, are likely to 
contribute in a significant and sustainable manner, to the economic development or to the intellectual, scientific or 
cultural achievements of France. The "Competences and talents" card is issued for a 3 years period (which can be 
extended) and is a valid work permit and/or authorization to register a new business. 
  
Who might be eligible: Investors and entrepreneurs, University graduates and Self-employed professionals. Family 
members (spouse and underage children) will be issued a "Vie privée et familiale" card. This card allows your 
spouse to legally work in France 
 
  
For more information about the process, visit the visa section of www.consulfrance-boston.org  or call M.Henry 
Bertrand-Pradviel, Deputy-Consul  at the French Consulate in Boston : Tel : 1 617 832 44 17 
 
"Café des sciences" in Boston with MINATEC cluster - 3 février 
"The GIANT project and Grenoble University of Innovation" 
 

Organized by Hubtech21, the French Office for Science and Technology in Boston and Swissnex, The "café des 
sciences" is a monthly meeting that aims at talking about French science, in French. So If your are interested to 
learn more about French science and technology last progresses, please join us ! 
 
This edition keynote speakers are Geneviève Fioraso, MINATEC cluster executive director; Erwann Binet, director 
of research and economic development at the Conseil Général de l'Isère and Stéphane Siebert from Grenoble 
University for Innovation and CEA (Atomic Energy Commission) 
 
Tuesday february 3rd, 6pm-8pm 
At Hubtech21, One Broadway 11th floor - Cambridge 02142 - T: Kendall Square 
Please RSVP here. 
 
Research trends in the EU and opportunities for col laboration with the US  
Wednesday, February 11th  
5:00pm - 6:45pm and following Reception  
MIT campus - Stata Center, Room 32-1  
 
The Delegation of the European Commission, EURAXESS Links USA and MISTI is proud to invite you to this 
conference, with the keynote speakers: 
- Claude Canizares, MIT Vice President for Research and Associate Provost  
- Jose Manuel Silva Rodriguez, Director General for Research, European Commission  
- Fotis Kafatos, Chairman of the European Research Council (ERC)  
- Testimonials by Michael Lisanti, ERC Advanced Grantee 
- Jesus Carro, Marie Curie Fellow 55 
 
Limited space, so please RSVP to delegation-usa-era@ec.europa.eu by Monday, February 9th ! 
 
The Mérieux Research Grants 
Drawing on a long tradition and renowned expertise in challenging health and biology, Mérieux Alliance's is a 
holding company which main mission is to improve patient care worldwide with innovative solutions derived from 
biology and innovative technologies. 

The Advanced Merieux Research Grants are launched by Mérieux Alliance in order to seek and support, in its fields 
of interest, innovation at very early stages, through fertile partnerships with scientists and medical doctors from 
academic or private research institutions worldwide. 

The grants are generous (300Keuros for two years) and very flexible. There is no specific dead line for applying. 
They are awarded upon examination of a short (three pages plus CV) proposal and a rapid (around one month) 
scientific evaluation. Through these grants, Merieux Alliance has the objective to build a network, a worldwide 
community of very high levels scientists who share the same interest in taking care of public health and fighting 
diseases. 
  
For more information: Christine M'rini (MD, PhD), Scientific Director, Merieux-Alliance,  (christine.mrini@merieux-



alliance.com) 
 
Job offers for internationals researchers at INRA  
The INRA, the Institute for Agronomic Research is starting a new recruitment plan aiming at attracting internationals 
talents. The objective presented by the insittute is to have a least 30% of its high qualified staff coming from abroad 
by 2011. Therefore, if you wish to join one of the most respected French research organization, your time is now. 
  
For more information, please visit the INRA website: http://www.international.inra.fr/join_us 

INNOVATION ACTOR OF THE MONTH  

OSEO Innovation: the French innovation engine 
OSEO was born in 2005, by bringing together ANVAR (French innovation agency) and BDPME (SME development 
bank), around a mission of general interest supporting the regional and national policies. Its mission is to provide 
assistance and financial support to French SMEs and VSEs in the most decisive phases of their life cycle : start up, 
innovation, development, business transfer / buy out. By sharing the risk, it facilitates the access of SMEs to 
financing by banking partners and equity capital investors.  
  
OSEO covers three areas of activity:  
- Innovation support and funding: for technology transfer and innovative technology-based projects with real 
marketing prospects. 
- Funding investments and operating cycle alongside the banks. 
- Guaranteeing funding granted by banks and equity capital investors. 
 
OSEO head structure is a holding with public status. It reports to both the Ministry for Economy, Finance and 
Industry, and Ministry for Higher Education and Research. 
  
OSEO's partners are : banks, financial institutions and equity capital investors ; research laboratories, universities, 
engineering schools, major companies ; chambers of commerce and industry, tradesmen's guilds ; business start-
up assistance and support networks ; government agencies and private organizations working to promote the use of 
information technology by SMEs ; European structural funds and Community research programs...  
  
OSEO covers all areas of France, through its regional network. It works with local communities and in particular with 
the French regions. It makes its skills and networks available to them, acts on their behalf and in accordance with 
their economic development priorities. 
  
For more information: www.oseo.fr 
 

SPECIAL REPORTS  

Françoise Barre-Sinoussi, a model Nobel Laureat for  Medicine  
December 10, Francoise Barre-Sinoussi received the 2008 Nobel Prize for Medicine from King Carl XVI Gustaf of 
Sweden, in Stockholm. She shares the prize with Luc Montagnier for their discovery of the retrovirus to blame for 
AIDS, and with Harald zur Hausen, who discovered the human papillomavirus to blame for cervical cancer. [...] 

Read More: http://www.bulletins-electroniques.com/actualites/57168.htm 

2008 CNRS Gold Medal Awarded to an Outstanding Gene ticist  
CNRS Senior Researcher Jean Weissenbach's scientific career bears witness to the fact that he is an outstanding 
geneticist although this self-effacing man that Jean Bernard called "the Vasco de Gama of Science" may not think 
so. The sixty-two year-old Strasbourg native developed the first high-resolution genetic map of the human genome. 
[...]  

Read More: http://www.bulletins-electroniques.com/actualites/57169.htm 



 

 

CLUSTERS UPDATE  

Grape Juice with Greater Nutritional Value  
The participants in the Fijus-R@isol project are working on a range of grape juice with higher nutritional value (lower 
sugar content, rich in polyphenols, and controlled acidity) and on setting up a 'grape juice' network. The project, 
which was certified by competitive clusters Q@limed and Vitagora in early 2008, was selected by the Sixth call for 
projects of the Fonds Unique Interministeriel (FUI, government agency funding industrial R&D projects). [...] 

Read More: http://www.bulletins-electroniques.com/actualites/57170.htm 

 

INNOVATION NEWS  

Setup of Two French-Chinese International Associate d Chemistry Laboratories  
CNRS, Rennes 1 University and Zhengzhou University (Henan province) have created the International Associated 
Laboratory (LIA) called 'Functional Organophosphorus Materials (MOF). The LIA brings together the Rennes 
Chemical Science Laboratory and the Chinese International Phosphorus Laboratory, which is already headed by 
CNRS researcher Francois Mathey. The goal is to synthesize new phosphorus compounds for future development 
in plastic electronics.  

Read More: http://www.bulletins-electroniques.com/actualites/57171.htm 

Truffle Farming - Industrialists Funding an Innovat ive Scientific Program  
Two leading names in French food-processing, Delpeyrat, the creator of a wide range of products such as truffles, 
fois-gras, confits, ready-made dishes and cured meats, and STEF-TFE, Europe's cold supply chain specialist for 
foodstuffs, from a simple freshly picked product to the most sophisticated processed food, have officially signed a 
three-year partnership contract (2008-2011) with the Correze Departmental Association for Information and 
Agricultural Development. [...] 

Read More: http://www.bulletins-electroniques.com/actualites/57172.htm 

A First in France - High Resolution World Map of Se a Surface Temperature  
The Meteo-France (French Weather Bureau) Center for Space Meteorology (Lannion, Brittany) now offers just that. 
The high-resolution product based on the EUMETSAT METOP-A satellite observations is a first in France. The 
exceptional width of the instrument's field of view, i.e., more than 3,000 kilometers, observes every point on the 
planet, twice a day. [...] 

Read More: http://www.bulletins-electroniques.com/actualites/57173.htm 

Setup of Three French-Japanese Research Facilities  
The research facilities should consolidate scientific collaboration between the countries in computer science, 
robotics, and fluid mechanics. The first, the Japanese Robotics Laboratory (UMI JRL) brings together the CNRS 
and the National Institute of Advanced Industrial Science and Technology (AIST). The purpose is to pursue active 
collaboration between CNRS and AIST that started in 2003 with the creation of the Joint Robotics Laboratory (JRL), 
which was renewed in 2005. [...] 

Read More: http://www.bulletins-electroniques.com/actualites/57174.htm 

 



 

 

 

LIVE FROM THE LABS  

Discovery of a Fundamental Mechanism in Plant Morph ogenesis  
One of the major themes of developmental biology is understanding how genetic regulation networks relate to the 
shape of multicellular organisms. Genes indirectly control tissue geometry by affecting the chemical and mechanical 
properties of individual cells. Conversely, tissue properties may also affect gene activity. The challenge was 
unraveling the dialogue between genes and shapes. A team of French, American and Swedish scientists, led by 
researchers from INRA-Lyon [...] 

Read More: http://www.bulletins-electroniques.com/actualites/57175.htm 

New MRI Technique Predicting CVA Development  
There are as many people who become disabled following a CVA (cerebrovascular accident or stroke) as patients 
suffering from Alzheimer's and Parkinson's diseases. So NEURiNFARCT, the new technique for the early prediction 
of the evolution of cerebral infarcts, is critical. The approach results from the collaboration of the CNRS Cognitive 
Neuroscience & Brain Imaging Laboratory, the Neuroradiology Department, and the Acute Stroke Center at Pitie-
Salpetriere General Hospital[...] 

Read More : http://www.bulletins-electroniques.com/actualites/57176.htm 

 

EVENTS IN FRANCE 

Yearly Seminar of the Observatory for Micro- and Na noTechnologies (OMNT)  
On February 4, 2009, the yearly seminar of the Observatory for Micro- and NanoTechnologies (OMNT) - an event 
hailed by the micro- and nanotechnology community - will be held during Minatec, in Grenoble. The purpose will be 
to explain clearly the latest developments in key micro- and nanotechnology fields worldwide. For the February 
seminar, whose talks should be accessible to a broad public, OMNT experts want to underscore the contribution of 
nanotechnologies to the photovoltaic sector with two planned talks, one on "optical engineering for photovoltaics" 
and the other on "nano-objects for photovoltaics." 

More Info: OMNT -http://www.omnt.fr 

BioSquare & BioVision conferences (March 8 - 11, 20 09, Lyon)  
BioVision and BioSquare 2009 will take place on March 8-11,in Lyon, France. The conjunction of these two major 
events will offer significant networking opportunities. BioVision and BioSquare together will also be an exceptional 
media platform with press conferences, sessions' webcasting, presence of international TVs', Press and Radios'. 

1. BioSquare (March 9 - 11, 2009, Lyon) 

BioSquare is considered by the actors of the biotechnology field as the industry's premier spring partnering 
conference. This three-day event features a full program including panel discussions led by corporate executives 
and biotech experts commenting the market latest trends, as well as specific workshops focusing on specific issues. 
BioSquare provides state-of-the-art partnering software that enables participants to schedule one-to-one meetings. 

2. BioVision(March 8 - 11, 2009, Lyon)  

BioVision has become the leading international platform for presenting and debating how Life Sciences can change the 
world. It is the place to present and debate sustainable solutions. This unique forum brings together four 



interdependent communities: science, industry, civil society and the multilateral sector. Every other year since 1999, 
BioVision has attracted thousands of representatives from all over the globe, among them: engaged Nobel Prize 
Laureates, government and industry leaders, senior international officials and NGO delegates. 

BioVision 2009 will principally address a major developmental issue: the transition towards a massively urban world 
population. By 2050, humanity will have grown into a mass of 9 billion inhabitants of which 6.5 billion will be living in 
urban areas. BioVision 2009 debates will focus on: how can progress in the various Life Sciences ease this urban 
transition? How can they contribute to dealing with water, food & energy supply, health safety, ecosystem 
degradation, atmospheric pollution or climate change? 

 

Thank you for reading, please feel free to give us your feedback and suggestions at  
deputy2-inno.mst@consulfrance-boston.org 

 
Consulate General of France in Boston 
Office for Science and Technology 

 


