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EDITO

Dear Reader,

Welcome to the 2010 season of France Tech Insight!

First  of  all,  the  Boston team of  the  Office  for  Science and
Technology of the French Embassy wishes you all the best for
2010!  We  wish  you  a  lot  of  scientific  breakthroughs,
international partnerships and successful start-up creations.

In the FTI this month,

- The 14th European Career Fair @ MIT - Jan 29 - Feb 1 -

Come and meet our team alongside the major French research
institutes and clusters.

-  The  11th  Annual  U.S/Canada/France  Technology

Business Forum.  "Cross-Border Business Partnerships from

Technology to Commercialization"

- The €1.5 billion plan dedicated by France to Innovation

and Entrepreneurship : "The National Loan"

- APCE, the agency for start-up creation is our Innovation

Actor of the Month

And like every month,  you will also find the latest updates in
French science, technology and innovation.

I  wish you a  very  pleasant  reading  and  I  look  forward  to
hearing from you soon.

Sincerely,

Antoine MYNARD
Attaché for Science and Technology
attache-inno.mst@consulfrance-boston.org



NEW ENGLAND NEWS

The 14th European Career Fair @ MIT - Jan 29 -  Feb 1, 2010
The  European Career  Fair  @ MIT  (ECF)  is  an annual  recruiting
event,  organized by the MIT European Club,  that  connects top-tier
employers from Europe with the most talented candidates that live in
the US. The 14th ECF will take place from January 29 to February 1,
2010 on the MIT campus. On the French side, the Boston section of

the Office for  Science and Technology of the French Embassy will of  course be represented,
alongside our colleagues of the major French reasearch institutes like the CNRS, INSERM, and
CNES and the GENOPOLE, a leading biotechnology science park - The Program :

Friday,  January 29th :  satellite events organized by the European Commission and The MIT

International Science and Technology Initiatives, including...

- 11:00am - 2:00pm: 2nd European Innovation and Entrepreneurship Workshop

 ((MIT Campus, Building 10, room 105). More information (pdf) and RSVP here

- 4:00pm - 6:00pm: Science and Innovation Policy in the EU and the US - Opportunities and

Challenges - Chaired by Claude R. Canizares, Vice President of Research & Associate Provost,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology and with Isi Saragossi, Director, Directorate General for
Research, European Commission (MIT Campus) - For more information and RSVP, clic here

Saturday, January 30th:

- Career Fair Day (Johnson Athletics Center, MIT Campus)
-  Special  Workshop "Give an Impetus  to  your  Career  :  Choose France for  Science,  Higher
Education and Entrepreneurship" by Antoine Mynard, Attaché for Science and Technology, French
Consulate in Boston - Contact us for event details.

11th  Annual  U.S/Canada/France  Technology  Business  Forum:  "Cross-

Border Business Partnerships from Technology to Commercialization"
Feb 3, 11:30am - 7pm, Colonnade Hotel, 120 Huntington Av, Boston.
This forum is the only joint  US-Canada-French technology business
forum of its kind held annually in new England. Join us for this annual
business  forum  where  US,  French  and  Canadian  technology

companies gather to explore the opportunities and challenges of crossborder business expansion
and  partnering  in  the  technology  sector.  KEYNOTE  SPEAKER:  Micheal  Greeley,  General
Partner, Flybridge Capital Partners speaking on "Investment Trends and Overview of the State of
the  VC  Community".  For  more  information:  www.venturecapital-forum.com  and
RSVP: www.necbc.org

The National Loan: € 1.5 billion for Innovation and Entrepreneurship
Last  December,  French President  Nicolas  Sarkozy  has  officially  announced  the  five  future
priorities for  the 35-billion-euro "National Loan" designed to boost  the French economy: higher
education,  health and biotechnologies,  industry and SMEs,  Green Development  and Numerical
Economy. On top of this, € 1.5 billion will be attributed to OSEO (The French Small Businesses
Administration) in order  to strengthen its support  to innovative and high-tech companies !  For
more information, please don't hesitate to contact us.

The Chateaubriand Fellowship Program - Get a Grant for your PhD jointly

supervised by French and US Counterparts.
The  research and  academic  grants  aim to  initiate  or  to  reinforce  collaborations,
partnerships or joint projects by encouraging an exchange at the doctoral level. The
Office  for  Science  and  Technology  (OST)  wishes  to  privilege  the  application of
American PhD candidates (or registered in an American university) running for a PhD
jointly supervised by French and American scientists. The OST will provide a stipend
(2,000 €/month) and cover the cost of travel. No particular level of French is required



(lessons can be offered on site). All disciplines in Sciences, Technology and Health are eligible.
The application form is available on the Chateaubriand Website. The deadline is March 31st,

2010.  For  more  information,  you  can  contact  Mrs  Pham  at  the  OST  in  Washington  :

Phuong.Pham@ambafrance-us.org  - Tel: 202 944 62 20.

The Pasteur  Foundation  Postdoctoral  Fellowship  Program -  $70,000 to

Work in Paris
The Pasteur Foundation administers this fellowship program to help U.S.
postdoctoral researchers working in any one of  the 130+ Institut  Pasteur
laboratories  in  Paris.  The  three-year  fellowship  package  is  $70,000
annually:  $55,000  fellowship  plus  $15,000  bench  fees  to  support  the

research. For more information, please download the application guidelines. The first step is to
identify a host  laboratory at  the institute to sponsor  your application,  so check out  the list  of
Institut Pasteur laboratories. The deadline for application is February 12, 2010. Good luck !

INNOVATION ACTOR OF THE MONTH

APCE -  The Agency for Start-up  Creation  : "Fostering  the

Entrepreneurship spirit"
For nearly 20 years, the APCE has played a proactive role in helping business
start-ups.

Because the first quality required in a changing world is the ability to adapt, the Agence Pour la
Création d'Entreprises (APCE), has kept pace with the changes in the institutional landscape of
business start-up support.  Its  new responsibilities  make the agency a key contributor  to the
consistency and efficiency of the environment in which French entrepreneurs must operate.

The agency role is the creation and development of support networks for entrepreneurs at the
regional, national and European levels. With more than 8 million unique visitors a year, the APCE 
website has become "THE" platform for the exchange of good practices in start-up creation and
development.

France  now  has  all  the  resources  that  enable  successful  business  to  blossom:  the  legal
landscape, the entrepreneurial networks, the financial tools, the highly-skilled workforce, and the
determination...

The APCE is tasked to:

- Promote and foster entrepreneurship
- Provide legal, technical and strategic assistance for entrepreneurs
- Train the coaches and networks that help start-ups
- Analyse the process of business creation in France, identify the best practices and share them.

Thanks to its experience in the field of business start-ups, the APCE has developed products and
services designed to assist entrepreneurs, operators and the authorities in making their business
projects a reality. Through its publications and its Internet site, the agency provides guidance and
the  initial  information required  by  project  backers.  The  agency  designs  practical  guides  and
information sheets of good practices and the website www.apce.com contains all the necessary
technical information for entrepreneurs. You can find there a number of interactive tools to identify
the right  locations, the right people, the right funding !

For more information on the APCE please visit their website www.apce.com or contact Virginie
Dantard at dantard@apce.com

SPECIAL REPORTS

A Doctoral Candidate Awarded for Research on Nanotubes in Textiles
Third-year doctoral candidate at GEMTEX, the laboratory of the Ecole Nationale Superieure des



Arts et Industries Textiles (ENSAIT, graduate school of textile craft and industry), Aurelie Cayla is
conducting research for the European INTELTEX (INTELligent multi-reactive TEXtiles integrating
nano-filter) project. Her goal is to incorporate a new carbon nanotube-based textile composite into
firefighters' PPE (Personal Protective Equipment)...

... Read More : http://www.bulletins-electroniques.com/actualites/61845.htm

Understanding How Nutrition Can Prevent the Development of 'Ill-Being'
How can a scientist address this issue, model it and understand how nutrition, especially certain
nutrients, can prevent the development of mood and cognitive disorders, in other words "ill-being"
that turns out to be an excellent indicator for measuring 'well-being'...

... Read More : http://www.bulletins-electroniques.com/actualites/61846.htm

INNOVATION NEWS

CHARM 3 - Acquiring Better Knowledge of the Channel Maritime Area
The European IFREMER-coordinated CHARM 3 project (Channel integrated Approach for marine
Resource Management), which has received 11.6 million euros in funding for three years, brings
together 17 French and British partners....

... Read More : http://www.bulletins-electroniques.com/actualites/61850.htm

A Spectrometer with Unmatched Performance
For  several  years,  trace  gas spectroscopy has  kindled widespread interest.  The very  highly
sensitive  absorption  spectroscopy  can  identify  compounds  in  trace  amounts.  It  is  used  in
fundamental  research as  well  as  in fields  such as  metrology,  the  in situ detection of  trace
atmospheric pollution (accidental or not ), and industrial process control.

... Read More : http://www.bulletins-electroniques.com/actualites/61851.htm

The Hydrogen Sector: Platinum-free Catalytic Material
Using hydrogen as an energy vector  is  an attractive solution.  However,  the hydrogen power
sector cannot grow unless two key steps are controlled: one, the mass production of hydrogen by
water electrolysis in devices called electrolyzers and two, the use of  hydrogen in fuel cells to
supply energy thanks to hydrogen oxidation...

... Read More : http://www.bulletins-electroniques.com/actualites/61852.htm

Viral Biofilms - Discovery of a New Propagation Mechanism for Some

Viruses
Bacterial biofilms have been known for a while. They form the dental plaque on teeth. They can
also be found in industrial facilities and intestinal flora. When they colonize medical implants, such
as prostheses or catheters, the biofilms may cause recurrent infections. Accordingly, they have
been the  focus  of  extensive  research  to  limit  their  growth  and  make  them  permeable  to
antibacterial treatment...

... Read More : http://www.bulletins-electroniques.com/actualites/61853.htm

EDUCATION OUTLOOK

Systems Sciences and Energy Challenges Chair Created
The Ecole Centrale Paris and Supelec have decided to create the Systems Sciences and Energy
Challenges  teaching  and  research  Chair  in  partnership  with  the  European  Foundation  for
Tomorrow's Energies launched by EDF (electric utilities) in 2008....

... Read More : http://www.bulletins-electroniques.com/actualites/61847.htm



Sustainable Energy - AREVA T&D and Ecole Centrale de Lyon Partnership

for Research and Education
AREVA's  Transmission and  Distribution (T&D)  division has  signed  a  partnership  with Ecole
Centrale de Lyon (ECL, a leading engineering school) to create research and training programs
on sustainable energy networks. The engineers at the division of the world's number one nuclear
power company will be working with students and professors to further develop the quality of
ECL's engineering program...

... Read More : http://www.bulletins-electroniques.com/actualites/61848.htm

ENSTA ParisTech Upping its Involvement in Nuclear Energy
Last December 7, the AREVA Nuclear Engineering Chair was inaugurated. The event follows up
on the announcement of AREVA's sponsorship of  the ENSTA ParisTech class of  2011 and of
ENSTA Paris Tech's contribution to the International Nuclear Energy master course. Clearly, the
distinguished graduate school is carving out its place in the field of nuclear energy...

... Read More : http://www.bulletins-electroniques.com/actualites/61849.htm

CLUSTERS UPDATE

Languedoc-Roussillon Incubator Creates More than One Hundred

Innovative Businesses
At the end of last November, Languedoc Roussillon Incubation (LRI) awarded its LRI 100 trophies
to the first  100 businesses from incubated projects.  After  nine years in business,  the regional
incubator has a tally of more than 100 innovative business creations accounting for more than 450
current jobs in the Languedoc-Roussillon region. LRI is now France's third largest incubator in
terms of number of created businesses.

More Info: Languedoc Roussillon Incubation - Phone: +33 (0)4 6714 49 85 -
email: info@lr-incubation.com - website : www.lr-incubation.com

... Read More: http://www.bulletins-electroniques.com/actualites/61854.htm

CHALLENGING JOBS IN FRANCE

Postdoctoral  Research  Fellow  Position  at  the  URGV  (Plant  Genomics

Research)
A two-year  postdoctoral position,  funded by Genopole (www.genopole.fr),  is  available at  the
URGV  (Unité  de  recherche  en  génomique  végétale:  INRA  -  CNRS  -  Université  Evry  Val
d'Essonne).  The  Postdoctoral  fellow  will  join  the  team "organization and  evolution of  plant
genomes" (www.versailles.inra.fr/urgv) of Boulos Chalhoub and will collaborate with groups of Ivo
Gut at the National Center for Genotyping and Joseph Jahier at INRA-Rennes. She/He will focus
on analyzing functional and epigenetic changes induced by allopolyploidy in natural and newly
synthesized wheat allopolyploids, using mainly new-generation sequencing technologies.
 
Candidates having a PhD in genetics and/or genomics, proven experience in a relevant scientific
field and skills (bioinformatic,  bioanalysis,  Q-PCR, microarray and/or new-generation sequence
analysis) are encouraged to apply.  Commitment to work to high scientific standards with other
scientists in the laboratory is also encouraged. No nationality condition is required but the postdoc
should have obtained a French PhD and ideally is doing a postdoc outside France. The Fellowship
should help her/him to come back and establish a research activity in France. The position is

expected to start February 2010.

Applications should include a CV, a statement of interest, and contact information of two referees,
and submitted by e-mail to: Boulos Chalhoub (chalhoub@evry.inra.fr).



Post-doc in cell biology/biochemistry (Inserm, Montpellier)
A 4-year postdoctoral position,  funded by the FP7 EU program ADIPOA, will be available on
January 2010 at the Inserm unit headed by C. Jorgensen and located in Montpellier, France. The
candidate will set up animal models for OA and cartilage disease, cellular biology using progenitor
cells,  mesenchymal  cells  or  adipose-derived  stem cells,  as  well  as  molecular  biology.  The
successful candidate will have a solid experience in cell biology,  biochemistry techniques and
animal models. Authorization to conduct in vivo experiments is required. Applications, including a
short letter of motivation for carrying out this project, a CV, list of publications and names for two
references should be sent by e-mail to: christian.jorgensen@inserm.fr or daniele.noel@inerm.fr.
More information.

Post-doc at the Laboratory of Structural  Enzymology and Biochemistry,

Cytoskeleton and Motility Dynamics group (Gif-sur-Yvette)
In vivo and in vitro studies have shown that lamellipodial and filopodial protrusions, located at the
leading edge of  a crawling  cell,  are  generated by spatially  controlled polymerization of  actin
filaments at the cell membrane, induced by two different nucleation machineries (WASP-Arp2/3
generates a branched network in the lamellipodium; formins generate long unbranched filaments
in filopodia).
For more information: www.lebs.cnrs-gif.fr/carlier/docs/ANR_EH_PostDocAnnouncement.pdf

Total is recruiting researchers in biotechnology
The oil  group TOTAL is currently  looking for  several researchers  who will  work  with partner
laboratories, in Europe and in the US, within the scope of joint research projects on the themes
"deconstruction  of  lignocelluloses,"  "feedstocks"  and  "algae."  Learn  more  about  these
opportunities.

EVENTS IN FRANCE

Plant International Meeting - The Davos of Plants
The Third Plant International Meeting (PMI), now considered as the "Davos of Plants", will be held
in Angers from January 12 to 14, 2010. Three hundred and fifty decision-makers and researchers
are expected to attend the event that is organized every two years by VEGEPOLYS...

Read More: http://www.bulletins-electroniques.com/actualites/61474.htm

BIOMEDevice  Europe  2010  -  The  First  European  Event  on  the  New

Generation of Combined Medical Products
Next  February 1 and 2,  BIOMEDevice Europe 2010,  the number  one European event  on the
booming  market  of  the  new  generation  of  combined  products,  will  be  held  in  Paris.  The
development of the products is considered as one of the most promising...

Read More: http://www.bulletins-electroniques.com/actualites/61476.htm
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Thank you for reading, please feel free to give us your feedback and suggestions at

deputy2-inno.mst@consulfrance-boston.org

Consulate General of France in Boston
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