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EDITO 

Dear reader, 
 
Welcome to the second issue of the France Tech Insight, our 
monthly newsletter. First of all, I would like to sincerely thank you 
for the many friendly and encouraging messages we received 
following the release of the first issue on February. 
 
This month, the main information regarding our activities has been 
the final selection committee of the fifth edition of the flagship 
program YEi (Young Entrepreneurs Initiative), which brought to 36 
the total number of laureates awarded since the launch of the 
program in 2005. You will find below much more information on 
the YEi laureates along with other news specially addressed to our 
New England Partners. 
 
In our "Innovation Actor of the Month series", we will present you 
the RETIS network, which regroups and catalyzes the actions of 
the French innovation actors, notably incubators, clusters, 
universities, research institutes, funding agencies and private 
investors. 
 
The special features will these month focus on the new Arronax 
cyclotron, inaugurated last November and which will soon be 
operational and produce radioactive elements, mainly for the 
medical industry and research. Moreover, we will look closely at 
the Olivecrona award received by Dr. Bernard George for his long 
career dedicated to the vertebral artery surgery. 
 
I wish you a very enriching reading and I look forward to reading or 
hearing from you shortly. 
Warm regards, 

 
 
Antoine MYNARD 
Attaché for Science and Technology 
attache-inno.mst@consulfrance-boston.org 

 

 

NEW ENGLAND NEWS  

Congratulations to our 6 Young Entrepreneurs Initia tive Laureates  
The final committee of the YEi 2009 edition, which met on February 10th in Paris, selected six 
laureates on the 18 projects originally submitted in December 2008. This was the final round of the YEi 
laureates' selection, which started three months ago with the two US committees in San Francisco and 
Boston. 

Initiated by the Office for Science and Technology of the French Embassy in the United States, the 
Young Entrepreneurs Initiative is a platform for mentoring and networking aimed at US-based 
entrepreneurs who understand the importance of internationalizing their vision and their activity, and 
who wish to set up a technology venture in France. 



These successful Francophile entrepreneurs are academics, young researchers or employees from 
both the public and private sectors and originate mostly from New England and California. On the six 
projects finally selected, three relate to life sciences (Biovolution, Smart Scaffolds for Tissue Repair, 
SmartMedica Vein Valves), two to ICT (Digiprice, Petitstravaux.com) and one to environment 
(Seahorse Power). 

The winning projects will shortly be awarded support by YEi in the feasibility and the launch of their 
project. Primarily, a prospecting trip to France will be set up by our office so as to determine the most 
relevant implementation sites for their project. They will then receive funding, mentoring and guidance 
by our partners in France so that they can start their activities efficiently in a short period of time. The 
31 YEi partners in both countries play a crucial role in the selection, funding and mentoring of the 
laureates. All of the candidates emerged enriched by comments, valuable expertise and 
recommendations of those partners. This hands on and personalized support is the main reason why 
YEi has been recognized for 4 years as a unique accelerator and facilitator for the establishment of 
technology start-ups in France. For more information, please visit the YEi website or contact Géraldine 
Quetin, the YEi project manager. 

The MIT European Career Fair & Panel on Entrepreneu rship in Europe  
On March 24, the Office for Science and Technology (OST) of the French Consulate participated, 
along with some of the most prominent French research institutions (CNRS, CEA, INSERM, INRIA) 
and companies, in the 13th MIT European Career Fair.The event, which gathered about 4,000 
candidates and 114 organizations, is the largest of its kind in the US. It provided a forum to connect 
employers who offer career opportunities in Europe to candidates from the best American universities. 
Within the framework of this event, the OST and its European counterparts organized a discussion 
panel with 7 seasoned entrepreneurs addressing entrepreneurship ecosystems in Europe. Tax 
incentives for R&D, low cost for world-class researchers and engineers, access to the European 
market and of course quality of life were the main reasons why they point out the old continent as the 
place to start-up. Find out more about the MIT ECF. 

Visit at MIT of Mr. Silva Rodriguez, Director Gener al for European Research  
The Director General for Research at the European Commission, along with Mr. Fotis Kafatos, chair of 
the European Research Council, holds a conference on Feb. 11th at the MIT Stata center. The event 
presented the main tools provided by the European Union to enable collaboration with the US. The 
ERC notably offers grants up to 3 million euros to excellent researchers, not necessarily Europeans. 
The EU also provides the Marie-Curie grants, aiming at EU researchers eager to pursue their work in 
another country worldwide. 

Scientific Café  " Rester entrepreneur quelque soit  la taille de la societé" 
Tursday, March 12  
Organized by Hubtech21, the French Office for Science and Technology and Swissnex, The "café des 
sciences" is a monthly meeting which regroups the French scientific community to talk about the last 
French science advancements. This month, we welcome our keynote speaker, Mr. Frederic Chereau, 
President & Chief Executive Officer of Pervasis Therapeutics. Mr. Chereau assumed the role of 
President and Chief Executive Officer at Pervasis Therapeutics in September 2008. Prior to Pervasis, 
Mr. Chereau was the Vice President and General Manager of Genzyme Cardiovascular, a business 
unit of Genzyme Corporation.  

Tursday february 12th, 6pm-8pm 
At Hubtech21, One Broadway 11th floor - Cambridge 02142 - T: Kendall Square 
Please RSVP ou sur Facebook 

New Post-doc Return Program: get your project wholl y funded in France  
The French National Research Agency (ANR), a public institution for the management and funding of 
research, just launched a new grant program which encourages researchers who did their post-doc 
abroad to return to France continuing with their research projects. The grants, given for a maximum of 
three years, cover their entire research costs and provide them with a very competitive salary. So if you 
are a post-doc fellow, not necessarily French, here in New-England, seize this opportunity and send 
your project details to rpdoc2009@uvsq.fr, the call for proposals will close on March 17!  Fore more 
information, please visit the ANR website. 



Universal Biotech 2009 Innovation Price  
Universal Biotech is launching the Innovation Grant in order to encourage innovative talent and the 
development of new processes or products in the biotechnology industries sector. The proposals will 
be evaluated on the following criteria: Innovation, Originality, and Strategy. The winning price will be up 
to 100 000 € ($130,000)! If you are interested please don't wait longer to register, the call for 
proposals will close on April 15 th ! Find out more on the Universal Biotech website.  

Mass Entrepreneurship 2009  
Organized by the National Collegiate Inventors and Innovators Alliance (NCIIA) and moderated by 
Abigail Barrow, director of the Massachusetts Technology Transfer Center (MTTC), the annual meeting 
of Massachusetts entrepreneurship professionals took place on March 10th at the Massachusetts State 
House. The event, which gathered more than two hundred people, aimed at identifying and sharing 
good practices in educating and supporting technology entrepreneurs. During this event, many 
institutions expressed strong interest for international collaborations. Many of them are right now 
implementing a strong international strategy, notably in response to the raising need of "global 
entrepreneurs" and following the advancements of the entrepreneurship ecosystems in other countries.  

The MIT-France program selected 9 projects for fund ing  
Following the MIT-France program's 7th call for proposal, the jury finally selected 9 projects out of 25, 
which will initiate common research between France and the US. Selected on their excellence and on 
their innovative nature, the projects will share an initial 110,000 budget, which will be raised to an 
unknown amount by the participation of the TOTAL oil group. The MIT-France fund, created in 2002, 
play a key role in the launching of new high-level collaborative research projects. For find out more 
about the MIT-France program, please visit the website: http://web.mit.edu/misti/mit-france/ 

A Frenchman elected at the US National Academy of E ngineering (NAE)  
Sébastien Candel, professor and researcher at Ecole Centrale Paris and at Institut Universitaire de 
France, has just been elected « foreign member » at the US National Academy of Engineering. 

Michel Dyakonov honored by the American Physical So ciety  
The researcher, who works at the Laboratory of theoretical physics and astroparticle (LPTA), is the 3rd 
Frenchman to be granted by the American Physical Society with the «Beller lectureship Award», which 
rewards non-American scientists for their outstanding careers. 

New French American collaboration on nanoparticles  
French and American researchers reinforce their collaboration by launching the international 
Consortium for the Environmental Implications of Nanotechnology (iCEINT). To settle the agreement, a 
delegation of American scientists traveled to France from Feb. 23rd to 26th. They met with some of their 
partners' organizations, notably the CEA (Atomic Energy Commission) and CNRS labs, and the 
Universities Pierre et Marie Curie and of Aix-Marseille. Read more. 

The Institute for Neurosciences of Montpellier recr uits  
The research at the INM focuses on the pathophysiology and therapies of the sensory deficits using a 
multidisciplinary approach. The Center has dedicated a new laboratory space to accommodate 
worldwide teams or individuals developing innovative research at the molecular, cellular and integrative 
levels. Foreign candidates are highly encouraged to apply.  Read More 

INNOVATION ACTOR OF THE MONTH  

RETIS Innovation: the French incubators network  
RETIS is the national network of incubators, technopoles (sciences parks like) and European Centers 
of enterprises and Innovation (CEEI). This strongly active and recognized network reinforces the links 
between theses organizations, higher education and research institutes. Created more than twenty 
year ago, RETIS focus its activities on three objectives:  

• The lobbying and the communication on the crucial role played by the incubators, the 
technopoles and the CEEI for the innovation and the competitiveness of the country. RETIS 
notably published the White Papers on Innovation, which described the entire innovation 
ecosystem in France and proposed actions to the government. This book has had a significant 



impact on the French innovation policies. 

• The coordination of the network, i.e. analyzing and gathering of good practices for incubators, 
launching of collective actions at the national level, and setting up of international partnerships 
with incubators, science parks and universities around the world. 

• The members training. Each RETIS network members can get access to training sessions on 
the wide range of practices to support of innovative start-ups. 

If you would like to find out more about RETIS, please visit their website, www.retis-innovation.fr 
If you are interested in collaboration opportunities with RETIS,  please feel free to contact the Office 
for Science and Technology. 

SPECIAL FEATURE  

Arronax - The Promise of New Radionuclides for Medi cine and Research  
The Arronax cyclotron, which is set up at Saint-Herblain near Nantes, was inaugurated last November. 
It will soon be operational and produce radioactive elements, or radionuclides, mainly for the medical 
industry and research. Testing the one-of-a-kind particle accelerator is now coming to an end. Emeritus 
Professor of Nuclear Medicine (Nantes University) Jean-Francois Chatal came up with the idea for the 
multidisciplinary project about ten years ago. He briefly talks about the outstanding machine that will be 
churning out new radionuclides required for developing new diagnostics and new therapies.  
 
Read More : http://www.bulletins-electroniques.com/actualites/57799.htm 
 
Award Goes to Bernard George for Long Career Dedica ted to the Vertebral 
Artery  
Every year the Nobel awarding Karolinska Institute of Stockholm, several days before the Nobel 
Ceremony, also gives the Olivecrona Prize to a neurosurgeon in recognition of the excellence of his or 
her contribution to the field. For the second time since its inception in 1975, the prize was awarded to a 
Frenchman, Professor Bernard George, Chief of Neurosurgery at Lariboisiere Hospital in Paris, last 
December 5. After the first French laureate Bernard Pertuiset in 1981, Bernard George was honored 
for his research and development work on vertebral artery surgery techniques.  
 
Read More : http://www.bulletins-electroniques.com/actualites/57800.htm 

CLUSTERS UPDATE  

The Tenerrdis Cluster Clears the Way to Private Fun ding for Small Businesses 
and Industries  
Based in the Rhone-Alps Region, the Tenerrdis Competitive Cluster that develops new energy 
technologies counts 60% of small businesses and industries among its industrial members. 
Accordingly, Tenerrdis authorities have recently decided to roll out special assistance to assist the 
small industrial facilities during every development stage.[...] 
 
Read more : http://www.bulletins-electroniques.com/actualites/57801.htm 
 
The Cancer-Bio-Health Cluster Launches a Private In vestors' Club  
In a situation where the government wants to marshal private capital to fund competitive clusters and 
innovative businesses, Cancer-Bio-Sante (CBS, Cancer-Bio-Health), the competitive cluster bringing 
together two regions (Midi-Pyrenees and Limousin), spearheaded the initiative by launching its Club of 
Private Investors last January 30. The Club brings together banking establishments, funding 
organizations, venture capital firms, business angels, and institutions.[...] 
 

Read more : http://www.bulletins-electroniques.com/actualites/57802.htm 
More info - Cancer-Bio-Health Cluster  

INNOVATION NEWS  

Strasbourg Equipped with a Top-Performing Transmiss ion ElectronMicroscope  
The electron microscopy platform of the Alsace Materials and Nanoscience Center headed by IPCMS 
[1] Director Marc Drillon brings together 14 research laboratories, 3 engineering schools, and 2 
innovation and technology transfer centers. It now has the latest generation transmission electron 



microscope.[...] 
 

Read more : http://www.bulletins-electroniques.com/actualites/57803.htm 
 
Easier Identification of Women at High Risk of Brea st Cancer  
Five to ten percent of breast cancers occur in a setting of genetic predisposition linked to mutations of 
the BRCA1 and BRCA2 genes, for example. However, screening for mutations in these genes is time-
consuming and difficult. However, hereditary breast cancers have other distinctive features.[...] 
 

Read more : http://www.bulletins-electroniques.com/actualites/57804.htm 
  
Promising Clinical Trial of a Vaccine Against Shige llosis  
Every year, Shigellosis, or bacillary dysentery, caused by several serotypes of the bacterium Shigella, 
is to blame for hundreds of thousands of deaths - particularly of young children - in developing 
countries, according to the World Health Organization.[...] 
 

Read More : http://www.bulletins-electroniques.com/actualites/57805.htm 

LIVE FROM THE LABS  

The Mechanism of Influenza Infection Unveiled  
When the influenza virus, which kills several hundred thousand people every year around the world, 
infects a host cell, it produces many copies of itself that go on to attack even more cells. A viral enzyme 
called polymerase is key to this process.[...] 
 
Read More :http://www.bulletins-electroniques.com/actualites/57806.htm 
  
Nicotine Alone Does Not Trigger Addiction  
This is what a CNRS and College de France research team [1] headed by INSERM Research Director 
Jean Pol Tassin has just proved. Whereas nicotine is usually regarded as the main component to 
blame for the addictive properties of tobacco, the researchers have shown that other tobacco 
compounds, such as Monoamine Oxidase Inhibitors (MAOs) are essential in heightening addiction.[...] 
 

Read more : http://www.bulletins-electroniques.com/actualites/57807.htm 

EVENTS IN FRANCE 

Cosmetic and Sensory - From Neuroscience to Marketi ng    
From June 24 to 26, 2009, Cosmetic Valley, the competitive cluster considered as the world's leading 
resource center for perfumes and cosmetics, is organizing the international Cosmetic and Sensory 
Congress in Tours. The Congress will be held over five half-days.[...] 
 
More Info : http://www.bulletins-electroniques.com/actualites/57808.htm 
Cosmetic and sensory - http://www.cosmeticandsensory.fr 
  
The 11th Pacific Science Inter-congress and the Sec ond Symposium on French 
Research in the Pacific  
From March 2 to 6, 2009, the largest scientific event every organized in French Polynesia will he held 
in Tahiti. As the theme is "Pacific Countries and Ocean Facing Local and Global Changes", the event 
will be reporting on current knowledge from the scientific, human, socioeconomic, and cultural 
standpoints.[...] 
 

More Info:    http://www.bulletins-electroniques.com/actualites/57809.htm 
  
Naval Meetings 2009  
On March 4 and 5, 2009, the Congres et Expositions de Bordeaux and Business Convention 
International (BCI) are organizing the first Naval Meetings, in Bordeaux. It is the first time in Europe 
that the naval and marine industries will have a dedicated meeting for professionals in the field, with a 
schedule of pre-planned business appointments.[...] 
 

More Info: http://www.bulletins-electroniques.com/actualites/57810.htm   
 

 
 



Thank you for your interest, please feel free to give us your feedback and suggestions  
deputy2-inno.mst@consulfrance-boston.org 

 
Consulate General of France in Boston 
Office for Science and Technology 
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