
Visa 

Applicants are advised to begin the visa process no later than 2 months before their program begins. 
Prospective students apply for their visa at the French consulate in their country of residence. 

The time required for visa processing may vary. 

- Student visa: The visa issued will depend on the duration of the studies in France. 
 Less than 90 days: if your nationality usually does not require a visa to visit France, you 

no longer need to apply for a visa if you plan to study there for less than/up to 3 months. 
 More than 90 days: if you plan to remain in France longer than 3 months, you must 

apply for a “long stay” visa. Please follow the steps outlined below : 
All students and those who wish to pursue their studies in France must first enroll with 
"CampusFrance" in order to obtain a student visa for France. Please visit 
www.usa.campusfrance.org for more information. 
Step 1: Register online and obtain an "attestation" and proof of payment from 
CampusFrance prior to applying for a visa at the Consulate (the fee varies from €50 to 99). 
Step 2: Once you have completed the CampusFrance requirements, please make an 
appointment with our office online at http://www.consulfrance-
boston.org/spip.php?article1415 

- Examination visa: “étudiant-concours” is a short term visa which entitles the holder to enter 
France for the purpose of either sitting for a test or attending an interview for an admissions 
application to a higher education institute. Students who successfully pass the examination or 
interview (and are therefore offered admission) are not required to return to their home country 
before applying for a renewable one-year residency permit. 

Students who intend to complete two separate programs in succession should be admitted to both 
programs before applying for their visa to ensure that the visa will cover the entire period abroad. 

French visas cannot be modified, adjusted or amended within France. 

- Visa for an internship with a "convention de stage" 
United States nationals holding a "convention de stage" do not need a visa for an internship of 3 
months or less (please note: a long stay visa is needed for an internship of more than 3 months). 
Prior to applying for a visa, confirm with your employer that your internship has been endorsed 
by the French department of labor. The visa costs €99. 

- Au pair visa: You may only apply for this type of visa if you are between 17 and 30 years old. 
The processing time is about 3 days, but for some nationalities it can take up to one month. An 
employment contract signed by the Labor Department in France, proof of studies in the United 
States, and a letter of admission from a French school are needed to obtain an Au Pair Visa, 
which costs €99. 

- Working visa: In order to work in France, foreigners must hold a valid French work permit 
after a visa is issued from the French Consulate in the applicant’s country of residence. The visa 
is valid for France only. The foreign worker must obtain a job offer from an employer in France. 
Please visit the OFII website: 
http://www.ofii.fr/visa_long_sejour_titre_de_sejour_193/visa_de_long_sejour_titre_de_sejour_
pour_les_etudiants_955.html 

For more information please visit the French Consulate’s website: 
http://www.consulfrance-boston.org/spip.php?article39 


