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Remise de décorations à un vétéran, 20 mai 2016 – Lafayette Day 

 
Dear Private Frank J. Polewarczyk, Dear Friends, 
 
Today, it is France’s turn, it is our turn, to acknowledge the services that you have rendered to 
our country, to acknowledge the remarkable courage and dedication that you have displayed 
during World War II and which greatly contributed to the liberation of France. 
 
Mr. Polewarczyk, you are a true hero and will be our hero forever. We, French, will never 
forget what you did to restore our freedom. And today, we do also remember the ultimate 
sacrifice of so many of your comrades who now rest on French soil. They will remain forever 
in our hearts. 
 
In recognition of your heroic actions and extraordinary accomplishments, the President of the 
French Republic, François Hollande, nominated you to the Legion of Honor, with the rank of 
Chevalier. I will now bestow this distinguished award upon you. 
 
Napoleon Bonaparte created the Legion of Honor in 1802 to reward extraordinary 
accomplishments and outstanding services rendered to France. It is France’s highest distinction 
and one of the most coveted in the world. 
 
1. Private Frank J.  Polewarczyk 
 
You were incorporated in the Army Ground Forces on October 26, 1943, and you went 
through rigorous months of training to become a rifleman. You were assigned to the 315th 
Infantry Regiment, one the 3 infantry units of the famed “Croix de Lorraine” 79th Infantry 
Division. 
 
And that is how the 315th’s – and your – first combat mission took place on June 1944. Your 
division landed on Utah Beach in mid-June, entering combat by the 19th south of Cherbourg. By 
July, you had taken Cherbourg, Lessay, and had crossed the Sarthe River. By September, your 



division had moved east swiftly to the Franco-Belgian frontier. And in November & December 
1944, in spite of determined enemy resistance, you successfully carried an attack across the 
Moder River and into the Siegfried Line. 
 
It was during this push east that you were severely injured by a German shell. On December 9, 
1944, your division attacked the axis Bischwiller-Seltz with the three regiments abreast. Your 
mission was to seize Hagenau and Bischwiller, and to reach the Moder River. Your Regiment, 
progressing in the center, met stiff resistance. Entrenched Germans laid down a murderous wall 
of fire. At some point during this difficult battle, you were cornered by the Germans. While 
attempting to fire a grenade towards some machine-gunners, an artillery shell hit you in the 
back and went right through you. By chance, you found a passing regiment which took you to 
get medical treatment. You still bear the stigma of this day, a terrible reminder of how 
dangerous your role was in the Allied liberation of France. 
 
Private Polewarczyk, for your outstanding actions and your remarkable devotion to duty during 
these perilous battles, you were awarded the Purple Heart, the European-African-Middle 
Eastern Campaign Ribbon with three bronze battle stars, the Combat Infantryman Badge, the 
Bronze Star Medal, and the Croix de Guerre avec Palme. 
 
1. Private Frank J. Polewarczyk 
 
Au nom du Président de la République, nous vous remettons les insignes de Chevalier de la 
Légion d’honneur. 
	


